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SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 





portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
any shadow which might fall across any life and any love . . . IF the 
life and the love are under His redemptive touch.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.69 each (Canada, $1.81 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post’card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1.69 (Canada, $1.81) for each 
NEW 22-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street 


Here is a stirring book recalling 
some of the famous biographies of the 
past. 

Dr. Frank E, GakBELEIN says: 

“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. Jim Elliot's devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 
Brainerd and even reminds one of 


Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


Eucenria Price states: 


“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 


is beautiful writing. But, most im- 
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Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the TIMES, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.1., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents: 
The reprints are on a single sheet, 
8% x 11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
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God of Revival 
By Oswald J. Smith 


OD of Revival, meet us now, 
As on Thy name we call; 
Forgive our sin and hear our pray’r, 
Let show’rs of blessing fall. 


God of Revival, search our hearts 
And make us pure within; 

Burn out the dross and purify; 
Lord, cleanse us from all sin. 


God of Revival, make us one, 
That we may work with Thee; 
Help us to pray until at last 
Thy mighty pow’r we see. 


God of Revival, Love Divine, 
Thy joy to us restore; 

Pour out Thy Spirit as of old 

. And stir our hearts once more. 


God of Revival, save, we pray, 
Let not the sinner die; 

O make us witnesses for Thee, 
For this we humbly cry. 


we 


Some Effects of Television 


Much difference of opinion exists 
among Christians concerning television. 
There is no doubt that good things are 
shown on it and it is being used in the 
Service of the Gospel; but there is also 
no doubt that it is doing a great deal of 
harm. Some interesting facts and ob- 
Servations were given in a recent letter 
from a young missionary mother who 
was on furlough in this country but is 
now back on her field. “Speaking of 
television,” she wrote, “we stayed with 
a family who had five children. He is 
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“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 


a minister and when they moved into 
the manse where they now are, there 


was a television set there. They used 
it for a while and the children became 
infatuated, as is normal, and they be- 
gan to neglect their piano, which they 
loved, and their reading, etc., so he dis- 
connected it and put it upstairs in a 
closet, and he said to us, ‘It is wonder- 
ful now, we have settled down to 
normal living again.’ Then we went for 
supper one night with a family we 
knew when we worked in that region. 
He.is a simple farmer. They have two 
children, the youngest only about three. 
The man told us that they had a tele- 
vision set and the little fellow began to 
love it so and he would grab his gun 
and dash towards it shooting and yelling 
and he began to cry whenever it was 
turned off. So the farmer sold it and 
with the money he bought a beautiful 
stereophonic tape recorder and he said, 


od 


Suffering 






‘We have had lots more fun with this 
than we ever did with the television.’ 
They preserve tapes of their children 
at various stages, and they take it when 
they visit the wife’s old mother who 
never gets out and she loves to hear it. 
These are the only two families we 
visited who seemed to recognize the 
evils and the damage done to their chil- 
dren and family life by television.” 
Whether or not to have a television set 
is a question that each Christian family 
must decide as before the Lord. Some- 
times the expense precludes it, and this 
is a blessing in disguise. Where one is 
allowed to come into the home it opens 
a window for the viewing of all sorts of 
filthy scenes in which sex is prominent; 
of frightfully exciting movies in which 
murder, theft; and lying are all taken 
as matters of course; of clever adver- 
tising of cigarettes and liquor, which 
presents them as part and parcel of the 
life of every strong, intelligent, success- 
ful man and woman. Besides the many 
really harmful things, much of what is 
shown is an utter waste of time. Spend-_ 
ing hours watching television falls far 
short of these standards: “Whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31); “Redeeming the time, be- 
cause the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 
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Perfectly 


By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Dr. Howard, former president of The Sunday School Times Company, exemplified 
in his own life this message which was published by the Times in 1909. 


O SUFFER is the high privilege of 
l everyone. To escape from this 
privilege is the passion and pur- 
pose of weaker souls who do not know 
what suffering means. To suffer is to 
bear up, to carry the burden given to 
us to carry, without shirking. Its es- 
sence is not in pain as an affliction, a 
scourge, but in the bearing of pain as 
a challenge to courage and endurance. 
Suffering in the truest sense cannot 
fairly be pictured by a crushed and 
baffled pain-smitten wreck of a man, 
but rather by the vision of a form erect 
and competent, sturdily set up for the 
lifting of loads and the carrying of 
cares, pushing on enduringly as con- 
queror and not as captive. To suffer 
is to bear up into the teeth of things, 
painfully if need be, but with no un- 
stringing of fiber, no liquefying of the 
bones, no shuddering lapse into a mere 
quiver of aches and pains. 
Suffering is not the debased and triv- 
ial thing that we count it, when it 


spells to us nothing higher than pain- 
ful sensations. In its true meaning, 
suffering is not what we feel in the sen- 
sitive nerves of body or spirit, but the 
upbearing by which we meet the pain- 
ful and the burdensome. The word is 
made up of two Latin words, sub— 
under, and fero—carry, or bear, which 
when taken together have the signifi- 
cance of bearing up from under, as 
when one carries a burden. It is there- 
fore a word the emphasis of which is 
altogether on the way by which we 
meet, or carry, the burden, rather than 
on the pain or stress caused by the 
burden. 

And when we place the, emphasis 
where it belongs, when we count it a’ 
joy to be pushing on with our shoulders 
under the load, when we must throw all 
our powers into severest action until 
the doing hurts——then we begin to 
catch the meaning of suffering as’ @ 
privilege in the school of charaeten. 

For this root-meaning of suffering by 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord” (Psa. 33:12). 














no means takes away its hardness, or 
shifts it over into the group of popular 
objects of mild and amiable desire. To 
bear up is a terribly severe gymnastic 
for body and soul. To suffer as nobly 
and as thoroughly as we know how is 
an achievement of no mean proportions. 
It is less taxing to the fiber of character 
to drop back into the commonplace 
“suffering” which reposes on the sym- 
pathy of friends, and awakens a brood- 
ing and comfortable self-pity. To bear 
up, and to do it hourly, daily, endlessly; 
to bear up under a weight of sorrow, 
and chagrin, and sense of failure; to do 
the thing we must do, whether we feel 
like it or not—all this has its part in 
the upbearing of body and spirit that 
suffering implies. The hardness does 
not disappear, but works out its mis- 
sion in a character better fitted to en- 
dure hardness to the very end. 

Every true life is the story of achieve- 
ment in suffering, in bearing up. It is 
the glory of every such life that it 
meets its obligations sturdily, bears its 
burdens with steady gains in poise and 
deep serenity of soul, and makes no 
compromise with the thing that is hard 
to do or to bear. Even the sickening 
sense of failure, reaching for the very 
heart of us with its choking death-grip 
on the springs of life, cannot master the 
man who will suffer courageously, who 
will bear up under the consciousness of 
his own shortcomings, in the unswerv- 
ing purpose and trust of a soul that 
dares to be disciplined by upbearing. 
The ocean derelict, down by the head, 
with decks awash, and pounded and 
tossed and buffeted up and down the 
seven seas, is not in the likeness of the 
soul that knows how to bear up under 
a sense of failure. That soul is the 
liner laboring up the slope of the world, 
staggering under the tons of tumbling 
seas that bury her for the moment, 
and leaping out of the smother, under 
the irresistible drive of her forty-thou- 
sand horsepower, to hold her course to 
port. To suffer under a sense of failure 
is not to become swamped in failure, 
but to push on and up and out of the 
weight of past failures into buoyancy 
and progress straight through the buf- 
fetings we are sure to encounter. 

When disappointment comes, when 
the cherished hope fades, it is then, too, 
that we need to read suffering aright. 
Not the pain of it, but the upbearing 
under it, ought to be in our thought. 
The sermon we meant to preach, when 
we had the clear vision alone with God, 
was not the one that the people heard 
from the pulpit; the business plan that 
looked .so well on paper, and that was 
so carefully worked out, did not result 
in practice as it did in prospect; the 
dinner so carefully arranged for the 
guest of honor did not come through 
wholly unscathed; the dream of a col- 
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lege course was changed by new obli- 
gations to the drudgery of the store. 
In all these issues of life, none of them 
trivial to the responsible actor in them, 
the bearing up under disappointment is 
a duty and a discipline. Some are em- 
bittered by such dashing of their hopes, 
and some grow surly and _ ill-natured 
and cynical. But those who understand 
the uplift of suffering come triumphantly 
out of such experiences by upbearing in 
them. 

Those who do not know suffering in 
its real essence can do but little to help 
others. So many of us who know what 
pain is might be immensely more useful 
to others who know pain, if we could 
grasp the meaning of suffering, and ac- 
cept its disciplinary work in us. It is 
not enough, in helping others, to have 
had pain, and illness, and sorrow, and 
to say so in an attempt at sympathy. 
For sympathy is “suffering with,”— 
bearing up with others, as we would if 
we should put our shoulder under a 
load too heavy for a fellow traveler on 
the road, and bear up with him. And 
unless we do better than recount our 
pains and our sorrows in our effort to 
help others, thinking thereby to relieve 


the hurt by the information of another’s 
pain, we simply add to the story of the 
world’s grief, which has no real cheer 
in it for any sufferer. But if we can 
enter understandingly into another’s 
distress, and help him to bear it by em- 
phasizing the blessings of upbearing as 
we have known them, and as we can 
help our friend to know them, we have 
sympathized, suffered with, upborne 
with him in his hour of trial. 

The pathos of the failing companion- 
ship in Gethsemane was in the word 
“with.” “Could ye not watch with me 
one hour?” Could ye not enter un- 
derstandingly into my agony, be with 
me in it, share it with me for just a little 
while, and with me bear up the burden? 
The utter loneliness of Jesus among His 
chosen friends is painfully clear in that 


‘ hour of His need. And it may be that 


loneliness has gripped the soul of one 
who is counting upon you, because you 
never do enter fully into the upbearing 
of his burdens with him, suffering with 
him for even a little while. ... 

And in the upbearing under burdens 
we are limited to this life. If we are 
to suffer with others for their uplifting, 

(Continued on page 521) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Thankful for a 
Gift Subscription 


I was very thankful indeed to re- 
ceive your most kind and generous 
letter, telling me that you were mak- 
ing me a gift of the dear SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times for the coming year. 

I do not know how to thank you 
enough. Three copies have arrived 
and they are wonderful: full of 
“strong meat” which is being a very 
great blessing to me. Each copy I 
will pass on, so that the blessing may 
pass on its way, and THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL TrMEs become known and 
loved. 

Christian work, generally speaking, 
is very difficult here. England has 
drifted from her moorings. There is 
a great neglect of spiritual things all 

‘ over the country. It is, therefore, of 
very special help to have the Chris- 
tian fellowship of your very kind 
letter, and the uplift of your grand 
paper. May it, and all concerned with 
it, go from strength to strength. It 
stands for the great fundamentals.— 
An English minister. 


This is typical of letters received in ~ 


THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs offices from 
those to whom the TIMEs is sent as a 
gift. There is a Gift Subscription Fund 
which makes such subscriptions possi- 
ble. Contributions to that Fund serve 
a double purpose: they help to enlarge 
the circulation of the Times, and bring 
the blessing of its articles to those who 
receive it. At the time of writing the 
Fund is practically exhausted. Readers 


-who would like to make contributions 


to it, without designating to whom sub- 
scriptions are to be sent, may do so 
through the D. M. Stearns Missionary 





Fund, 147 W. School Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia 44. 


Making the Times Known 


Thank you for giving my article on 
“How To Increase the Times Subscrip- 
tions” space in your recent issue (May 
2). I trust many will begin paying 
their thanks to their numerous friends 
for favors shown, by sending them a 
short-term Times subscription. It is a 
really nice way to say thanks for favors 
when it lasts so long and does so much 
good to the recipients. 

A new idea came to me the other day. 
This is it: I mark articles in the Times 
to which I desire to call the attention 
of a friend who has an interest in the 
same, and hand the paper to him as I 
chance to meet him at one of our social 
contacts. I say nothing about subscrip- 
tions. I know that if he does not take 
the paper, at least he will get a chance 
to get a- whiff of the “breezes from the 
Land of Beulah” from it, and feel the 
thrill of the fresh spiritual air this 
weekly breathes to us all. 

If one is not binding the copies of 
the Times, this is a suggestion as to 
how to make the Times serve others 
who need its wonderful articles on the 
higher spiritual life as much as we reg- 
ular readers do. Let as many of us as 
can, give out a dozen or so copies on 
trial, and then listen for words of ap- 
preciation. This silent solicitation of 
new readers will certainly leave a bless- 
ing wherever it is tried.—Ernest M. 
Wadsworth, director of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League. 


July 4, 1959 
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Lesson for July 19 
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A fallacy that has been gaining ground 


in our public education 


j 


66 MERICA May Become Godless as 
the Russian Regime” was the 
caption given by the New York 

Times more than a decade ago to an 

article reporting a sermon by Dr. Robert 

James McCracken of Riverside Church, 

commenting on the 1948 decision of the 

U. S. Supreme Court against the system 

of religious education classes in the 

public schools of Champaign, Ill. The 
suit was brought by an atheist, Mrs. 

Vashti McCollum. 

Since 1948 the law has been fre- 
quently interpreted so as to tilt the 
scales against references to God or the 
Bible in public schools. In 1954 the 
U. S. high court refused to review a 
decision against the Gideons by the 
New Jersey Supreme Court in which 
the Bible was held to be a “sectarian 
book” ‘contrary to many legal prece- 
dents. However, this was not equiva- 
lent to a direct decision by the U. S. 
Supreme Court and should not be re- 
garded as a decree against all use of 
the Bible in public schools. 

The March, 1958, issue of The Edu- 
cation Digest reported two incidents 
typical of the present trend. In Edge- 
water Park, Burlington County; N. J., 
the school children recited a simple 
prayer before lunch thanking God for 
their food. A patron complained. The 
practice was discontinued. Then 600 
parents petitioned the school to resume 
the custom. The saying of grace was 
revived but later halted by an opinion 
from the attorney general. 


An Alarming Alternative 


In New York State the school board 
of Hempstead and North Hempstead 
in Nassau County had to abandon a pro- 
ject to post. the Ten Commandments 
in the classrooms. Some-of the parents 
protested and the state commissioner 
of education ruled against the plan. 
The board had recast the Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish versions of the 
decalogue so as ‘to conform to all trans- 
lations so far as practicable. Some saw 
the danger that the school board was 
creating a new religion by this move. 
Such misgivings are worthy of consid- 
eration; however, the alternative is 
even more frightening. 

“On the plea of keeping sectarianism 
out of our public schools, we are in 
danger of turning our schools over to 
the meanest of all sects, namely, the 
secularists,” 1 according to Dr. MacKen- 
zie of Hartford, a famous educator who 
Sounded this timely warning over forty 
years ago. 


“The secular theory of the state can- 


not stand. Unless .destroyed it will 


Shake this nation to its foundation,” 2 
Calvin Coolidge reminded America in 
1923, but his words fell on deaf ears. 

Once secularism is enthroned as the 


Like a cold fog, secularism has 
been dimming the light of the Bible 
in our national life. When Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull, Editor of the Times for 
many years (1875-1903), asked Presi- 
dent U. S. Grant for a message 
to the children and youth of the 
United States, he replied: “My ad- 
vice to Sunday schools, no matter 
what their denomination is: Hold 
fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor 
of your liberties; ‘write its precepts 
in your hearts and practice them in 
your lives. To the influence of this 
Book are we indebted for all the 
progress made in true civilization 
and to this we must look as our 
guide in the future. ‘Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a re- 
proach to any people.’” Would that 
our national leaders today were as 
bold in their support of the Bible! 

The author of this article is the 
director of the Oklahoma branch of 
the Bible Lovers League. 








public policy of our land, Christian 
freedom will survive temporarily on 
the capital bequeathed to us by our 
forefathers; but the prodigal must even- 
tually wake up to the fact that his 
father’s fortune cannot sustain him for- 
ever. The moral values left in’ the 
American public conscience are carried 
over from a day when our country was 
regarded as “a Christian nation,”3 but 
morals cannot be long maintained 
where secularism reigns. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines secu- 
larism: “The doctrine that morality 
should be based solely on regard to the 
well being of mankind in this present 
life, to the exclusion of all considerations 
drawn from belief in God or in a future 
state.” 

Nevertheless, an article in the Chris- 
tian Century (Sept. 11, 1957) by - Dr. 
Virgil M. Rogers, Dean of the School 
of Education of Syracuse University, 
sought to dismiss the evil associated 
with the word “secular.” “These [pub- 
lic] schools must of course be secular. 
There is nothing sinister and unclean 


‘about that word. It is not to say ‘god- 


less,’ ‘antireligious,’ ‘in league with 
evil, but merely ‘secular’—like the 
courts or the presidency.” 


When Leaders Espouse the Secular View 


An old proverb said, “If gold rust, 
what-will iron do?” When people in 
places of educational and _ spiritual 
leadership espouse the secular view, no 
wonder the common people go about 
assuming that there is a way to mold 
character in a spiritual vacuum that is 
neither godly nor ungodly. é 

The schools and other public agencies 
cannot avoid the responsibility for the 
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Can America Be Neutral Toward God? 


By OLIVER W. PRICE 


molding of character. An AP dispatch 
dated March 8, 1959, reminds us that 
our government is going to have to do 
something to curb the national calamity 
of juvenile delinquency. Proposing a 
39 million dollar federal appropriation, 
Senator Javits of New York called for 
“an all-out, coordinated national attack 
against juvenile delinquency.” Can we 
meet this problem without God? The 
secularists say, “Yes.” The Bible says, 
“No.” Secularism and atheism are logi- 
cally related, though not all secularists 
would care to be called atheists. Sec- 
ularism claims morals do not require 
belief in God. Atheists say there is 
no God. 

So far nothing has been done to check’ 
the open teaching of atheism in public 
education. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith (S. S. 
Tres, June 8, 1957) referred to an 
atheist who served as head of the De- 
partment of Philosophy at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin for thirty years. In 
class and in his numerous writings he 
argued for the nonexistence of God. 
From the college level the poison 
spreads not only among future elemen- 
tary and secondary teachers, but also 
into all walks of life. Would that the 
defense of the Christian faith had the 
same liberty in state-supported schools! 


Is Teaching About God Outmoded? 

Moral education based on _ secular 
principles is even more subtle and more 
widely accepted. Several years ago 
Park Street Church, Boston, held a 
Christian Education Conference. Four 
leading educators debated the question, 
“Can moral education be grounded in 
naturalism?” Dr. William H. Kilpatrick 
of Columbia University, whose impact 
on American education can be measured 
by the more than 34,000 schoolmen who 
have imbibed the materialistic views 
embedded in his courses, and Dr. Je- 
rome Nathanson, executive director of 
the New York Ethical Culture Society, 
argued for the affirmative. 

They insisted that teaching children 
about God is outmoded. “Teach them 
instead about themselves and life’s ex- 
periences.” Of course, they could not 
set forth any definite standard of right 
and wrong. Their concept of morals 
had to rest on the expression of natural 
desires and instincts.. Since they did 
not believe the whole world could be 
brought to yield to the same spiritual 
teaching, they held that an ethical sys- 
tem formulated without reference to 
God offered the only real hope of bring- 
ing world harmony. 

This sounds harmless, but where does 
it lead us? If school children learn to 
mold their ideas of right and wrong 
without reference to God, the founda- 
tion of our liberty is undermined. What 
kind of moral system can be con- 
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structed: where God is no longer con- 
sidered? 

Ponder the soft-sounding word “eu- 
thanasia” which is the product of secu- 
lar moral thinking. The reasoning that 
justifies so-called “mercy killings” runs 
like this: An aged person is hopelessly 
ill. Scientific medicine declares there 
is no hope of recovery: Which is bet- 
ter, to let the patient suffer while the 
staggering medical bill grows to burden 
the survivors, or to hasten his: impend- 
ing departure with a painless drug? 
When our citizens have learned to leave 
God out of moral questions, what will 
their answer be? Is this murder or 
mercy? 

Russia is the secular state in full 
bloom. In an earlier article in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times (July 12, 1958), 
I explained why Communists without 
qualm of conscience slaughter millions 
of innocent people who stand between 
their program and the accomplishment 
of the promised age of peace and right- 
eousness. The Marxists are scientists 
who have dared to apply ruthlessly to 
human life the principles that have 
long bred better animals and revolu- 
tionized the industrial world. Can man 
without God purge human sin and bring 
in the millennium? The Reds propose 
to do just that. They are rigid secu- 
larists. They kill those who are hope- 
lessly diseased with capitalist ideas 
with the same calm assurance of a 
farmer who shoots a few sick cows to 
save the rest of the herd. 

Our life and liberty are not safe in a 
society where morals and freedom have 
lost their spiritual content. We cannot 
blame the waning tide of “freedom un- 
der God,” however, wholly on legal 
decisions or secular leadership in the 
educational field. Practical secularism 
points an accusing finger at the average 
Christian. A few years ago our Presi- 
dent called a day of prayer. On the 
appointed day he found the pews of his 
church nearly empty. 

The reason Americans are so insen- 
sitive to the devastating secular tide that 
threatens to wash away every remain- 
ing liberty is because we have lost the 
spiritual vision of freedom. Of course, 
it would be almost sacrilegious not to 
groan a pious “Amen” when some 
speaker attributes our liberty to the 
benevolent protection of God, but a 
clear indictment can be written to 
prove that even Christians do not know 
how much our traditional freedom owes 
to the Bible. We reveal our modern 
concept of freedom by our emphasis on 
food, fun, and frolic on national holi- 
days and a corresponding lack of fervor 
for an hour on our knees in prayer and 
thanksgiving for freedom’s holy light. 

How many Christians cherish free- 
dom as our forefathers knew it? “The 
pursuit of happiness” has become the 
search for pleasure. Freedom to wor- 
ship God is treasured because it has 
really come to mean one can do as he 
pleases. 

Would you be willing to leave the 
comfort of your air-conditioning, the 
abundance of your supermarket, and 
live in a precarious struggle for survival 
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on a diet of rice and beans in an insect- 
ridden hut in the jungle, of South 
America if that were necessary to pre- 
serve your freedom? Our pilgrim an- 
cestors did something akin to this when 
they left the comforts of civilized 
Europe to brave the struggle for exist- 
ence on the shores of the new world. 
They did not have the material ad- 
vantages of the old country, but they 
had freedom to worship God which 
meant more than all other considera- 
tions. Liberty was first spiritual, then 
material. 

Freedom is not lost, but it is. dwin- 
dling. Contrary winds blow strong 
against its bright light. In the perilous 
night of an era that has forgotten the 
meaning of “freedom under God” one 
sees the holy light, bend under the im- 
pact of threatened ecclesiastical domina- 
tion, then the stormy gale of state secu- 
larism sways the blaze in the opposite 
direction. 
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Its gleaming light proclaims boldly, 
“All is not lost,” and gives hope that 
American Christians by personal dedi- 
cation to our Lord may yet show the 
nation the path between the treacher. 
ous totalitarian extremes of a church. 
controlled nation and a godless state, 
Bible reading in the schools is still per- 
mitted in most states. Many Christian 
educators continue working in the pub- 
lic schools, bearing their testimony 
within the limits of their authority, 
Most heartening of all, young people 
in some of the high schools and colleges 
are meeting for prayer and finding 4 
response to their witness on campus, 





1 Quoted in “The Supreme Court and the 
Atheist,’”’ by Robert C. McQuilkin, 16 ¥ 
available at 10 cents per copy from Columb 
es ain Columbia, 8. ri 

id. 


8 Ibid. 
*“Moody Monthly,” April, 1953, “Shall We 
Leave God Out of Education?” 
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IX. Do Not Depend on Experiences 


Trust rather in God Himself 


HE Victorious Life is a supernatural 

life: it is a living miracle, a thrilling 
adventure, for it is God’s work and 
God’s working. Our early experiences 
in the life of victory are likely to be so 
different from anything we have known 
before, so out of the ordinary in super- 
natural demonstration of God’s grace 
and power, that at once we are plunged 
into a peril. 

That peril is that we mistakenly sup- 
pose we must continually be having 
thrilling, unexpected, supefnatural evi- 
dences of God’s power. And if these 
supernatural phenomena do not occur, 
we are tempted to think that something 
is wrong. 

Now God wants us to trust, not in 
supernatural experiences, but in Him- 
self. It is for Him to decide when the 
unusual shall come into our life, and 
when our life shall be. commonplace 


and humdrum so far as things of sight’ 


and sense are concerned. It would seem 
to be a safe statement that it is God’s 
purpose that the “supernatural,” so far 
as circumstances and experiences are 
concerned, should be the unusual rather 
than the usual in the life of His wholly 
trusting children. (Of course we re- 
member that victory over sin is itself 
supernatural, and that God expects us 
to live in continual victory over sin, 
which means that our life in that respect 





“Victorious Life Hymns” is a 
fine collection of 275 edited by 
Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony. It is used regularly at the 
conferences at America’s Keswick, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. It may be 
obtained at $1.25, clothbound, from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 














By CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 


is to be continually supernatural, al- 
ways the “life that is Christ.” This is 
apart from the question of the super- 
natural experiences or phenomena that 
are often granted to us in our ministry 
in His name.) And_so He would deliver 
us from the peril of testing Him, or 
testing our victory, by circumstances 
or manifestations, and rather He asks us 
to trust “just Himself.” 

It has been well said that everyone 
needs two conversions: first, from the 
natural to the supernatural; and second,. 
from the supernatural to the natural. 

Let us be delivered, also, from the 
peril of unconsciously assuming an in- 
fallible knowledge of God’s will. God’s 
leadings may be so blessed and so un- 
mistakable that, as we testify to others 
about them, we speak of how “God 
said this to me,” or “God led me to do 
that.” And then, if we are not on our 
guard, we thoughtlessly slip into ha- 
bitual expressions about God’s telling us 
what to do, and God’s leading us. 
Some true and yielded Christians al- 
most never speak of any action or de- 
cision of theirs without prefacing it 
with the words that God told them to 
do this or that. And quite often in the 
experience of such a one later circum- 
stances show plainly: that God did not 
tell them to do this or that, but that 
they had misunderstood His leading, a8 
is possible at any time for any believer, 
even while wholly yielded. 

There is an unconscious assumption . 
of infallibility in that expression which 
can become really unconscious cant. Is 
it not better, instead of saying, “God 
told me to do this,” to say, “I believe 
God would have me do this”? Let us 
recognize that we may be mistaken. 
Even if we are quite certain in our own 
hearts and minds of what God’s leading 
is, it is not well to claim infallible 


BH EEE OR EOHBHSOeBERS SES ERB 8F 





il 


cornrtowrendteponpeete Fe at 


eo sa i a et ee ee le oe ee ee eee a ae 
















boldly, 


ype that 
al dedi. 
10w the 
reacher. 
church. 
is state, 
till per. 
hristian 
he pub- 
stimony 
thority, 
people 
colleges 
ding ‘a 
sampus, 


and the 


volun ts 


hall We 


MBULL 


al, al- 
This is: 
super- 
a that 
inistry 
leliver 
m, or 
tances 
sks us 


ryone 
n the 
cond, 
tural, 
n the 
in in- 
God’s 
Oo un- 
»thers 


to do 
1 our 
» ha- 
ng us 
r US. 
s al- 
r de- 
ig it 
m to 
1 the 
cum- 
| not 
that 
g, as 
ever, 


ytion 
hich 


ieve 
t us 
ken. 
own 


ible 





“Lesson for July 19 








knowledge, without qualification, in our 
conversation with others. 

The blessings that Christ gives us in 
the Victorious Life—in the ninefold 
“fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22, 23), for 
example—are so wonderful that we are 
in danger of thinking more about the 
blessings than of the Blesser. Joy be- 
comes such a wonderful experience— 
the supernatural joy which nothing can 
defeat, which is independent of all cir- 
cumstances and environment—that we 
may, without realizing it, come to think 
more of this “joy of our Lord” than we 


do of our Lord Himself. He wants us™ 


to worship, not the fruit of the Spirit, 
but the Spirit. There is a needed re- 
minder in the saying that is attributed 
to Spurgeon: “I looked at Jesus, and 
the dove of peace flew into my heart. 
I looked at the dove of peace, and she 
flew away.” 

The Christian who is wholly trusting 


‘the Lord for victory soon realizes that 


many Christians about him have not 
seen the truth of victory, and are not 
thus trusting Christ. He may be in close 
contact with Christians who are older, 
much farther along in many ways, yet 
not living in the victory-secret that is 
so precious to him. And then comes 


the peril of pride. Almost without real- . 


izing it the Christian who knows Christ 
as victory can let slip some word criti- 
cizing a fellow Christian who is not in 
the secret, or a condescending comment 
on such a one’s mistake or failure. 
“Holier than thou” is one of the perils 
of the Victorious Life. Of course the 
instant one speaks thus of another, or 
thinks in his inmost heart thus of an- 
other, his victory is gone; he has sinned. 
And we must recognize this peril if we 
would be kept from it. The Christian 
who is living in victory is in himself no 
whit better than the carnal Christian 
who is plainly sinning. The self-nature 
of the two is identical: hopelessly sin- 
ful. The only good thing about the 
victorious Christian is Christ; and we 
deserve no credit for Christ: the glory 
and honor and victory are all His. True 
victory, therefore, must keep us hum- 


’ ble; and it will. 


Yet it is a sad fact that more than one 
young person, or older person, has gone 
away from a Victorious Life conference 
where the Lord was received in His full- 
hess and victory was entered into, and 
has returned to the home church to 
Speak disparagingly or critically of 
other Christians, even perhaps of the 
minister himself, who may not have 
seen and accepted the truth of victory 
by faith in Christ. This has brought 
the very preciousness of the message of 
Victory into disrepute, has wounded 
the Lord in the house of his friends, and 
of course has made it well-nigh impos- 
sible to pass-on the truth of victory to 
those who have not known it. The 
truly victorious Christian speaks of 
others always in humility, in keen con- 
Sciousness of his own natural sinfulness 
and helplessness, and in that perfect 
love that is kind, vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itself 
unseemly, taketh not account of evil, 
never faileth (1 Cor. 13:4-8). 
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Then there is the peril of being un- 
teachable. 

Here is one who has entered into vic- 
tory through faith in Christ. At once 
there comes from the Holy Spirit a new 
illumination on God’s Word, a new 
knowledge of things never before 
known, a new wisdom, unmistakable 
and directly from God. There is a 
flood of light on. duties that were here- 
tofore confused. He is able to counsel 
others‘as never before. All this is not 
imaginary; it is genuine and vital. And 
he praises God with gratitude unspeak- 
able. 

Then perhaps a fellow Christian crit- 
icizes him for something he has done or 
said, and says that it was not as it ought 
to be. This fellow Christian may not 
know Christ as victory at all, and the 
one who is criticized is keenly conscious 
of the fact that his critic has not the il- 
lumination and the victory that are his 
own. Now comes the peril: that this 
victorious Christian will say to himself 
about the other: “He cannot tell me 
anything about this. He does not know 
the secret of victory. The Bible has not 
been opened to him by the Holy Spirit 
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as it has to me. He has not the light 
that I have.” And so the heart is closed 
to the criticism, and the man has fallen 
into the peril of being unteachable. And 
all the time the criticism that has come 
to him from perhaps an unenlightened 
Christian is sound and true, and God 
sent it to him for his own guidance and 
blessing. 

May God deliver us, in victory, from 
this subtle danger of unwillingness to 
learn from those who may indeed not 
be as far along in the Christian life as 
we are. Why, a completely victorious 
Christian can learn from the criticisms 
of unsaved, unregenerate people! And 
often he ought to. The Victorious Life 
is no guarantee of. omniscience, of in- 
fallibility in knowledge. Humility of 
mind, eagerness to know any and every 
criticism that anyone may have con- 
cerning us, and then grateful accept- 
ance of whatever truth there may be in 
that criticism (and there is pretty sure 
to be some truth in it), is our safeguard- 
ing against this peril of unconscious 
unwillingness to learn. 


(To be continued) 


At the close of the Graham Crusade in Australia 


N SUNDAY afternoon, May 31, the 
Australasian Crusade was brought 

to a conclusion with the great meeting 
in Brisbane. Immediately after the 
meeting, Dr. Graham left for Sydney 
and that same evening he took the 
plane for England where: he will re- 
join his dear wife, Ruth. They will 
spend a few days in London meeting 
friends and he will address a ministers’ 
meeting before returning to the States. 
From every point of view the meet- 
ings in Australia and New Zealand 
have exceeded the highest expectations 
of everyone. We can only say, “To 
God be the glory, great things He hath 
done.” Statistics can be very imposing, 
but oftentimes very incomplete and in- 
conclusive. Certainly no words of mine 
or the most favorable statistics can 
give the full idea of what the Lord has 
been able to do through Dr. Graham, 
his team, and thousands of fellow Chris- 
tians in this Southern Hemisphere. Yet 
it can be reported that in the four-week 
Sydney Crusade, 983,000 people at- 
tended the meetings in the Showground. 
The million mark in attendance would 
have been reached without doubt if it 
had not been that the fine weather 
characterizing the month had become 
cold, bleak, and wet during the closing 
week end. For the final meeting, the 
adjoining Cricket Ground had been 
taken along with the Showground and it 
was estimated that 150,000 crowded 
into these two places. It was an un- 
forgettable sight to see such crowds 
huddled under the umbrellas of every 
color and shape, seeking protection 
from the rain which fell intermittently 
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throughout the meeting, while they lis- 
tened to the message proclaimed by 
Dr. Graham. . 

However, the outstanding feature of 
these Crusades has been the great re- 
sponse of the people to the claims of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In Sydney alone 
there were 57,000 who went forward 
seeking spiritual counsel, which meant 
an average of over 2,000 at each service. 
In the other places following Sydney 
with the meetings in Perth, Adelaide, 
and Brisbane, it was the same story— 
people going forward seeking the Lord. 
Now, we do not claim that everyone 
signing a decision card has truly been 
born again of the Spirit of God. Un- 
doubtedly, some are moved by an emo- 
tional impulse and others constrained 
by a less worthy motive will go forward 
at such meetings. Such is the perver- 
sity of human nature and the Scriptures 
clearly indicate that in the Parable of 
the Soil. Then it must be gratefully 
acknowledged that there is a percent- 
age of those who go forward to reaffirm 
their faith in Christ or to surrender 
themselves afresh to our wonderful 
Master and Saviour. The gratifying 
feature has been the high percentage 
of those making “first-time decisions” 
for Christ—as high as 70 per cent. This 
would indicate that “Operation An- 
drew” (“He first findeth his own brother 
Simon ... And he brought him to 
Jesus’—John 1:41, 42) has been used 
most successfully by God’s people in 
getting to the meetings the -unchurched 
and the unsaved. Another feature has 
been the unity among the churches 
which created a profound effect upon 
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the population. Truly, this was the 
Church in action. 

It is interesting to note what some 
of the leading ministers had to say 
about the Crusade. Mr. Powell had 
sent to him from the Follow-Up De- 
partment over 600 cards and he re- 
ceived into church membership 175 new 
members, 124 of them on _ profession 
of faith. Not only so, but another 180 
are being prepared for the same high 
privilege of church membership. Cer- 
tainly this is a record, and other min- 
isters are likewise reporting many 
additions to their membership as the 
result of the Crusade. 

The chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, Bishop R. C. Kerle, said: “Dr. 
Graham’s emphasis on the church at- 
tendance throughout. the Crusade has 
already resulted in noticeable increases 
in congregations. Clergy are now busily 
occupied following up those people 
whose names have been referred to 
them from Crusade officials.” Com- 
menting on the Bible study groups that 
have been formed in many parishes, 
Bishop Kerle said, “In this way it is 
hoped to strengthen the convictions and 
increase the knowledge of those who 
have made commitments during the 
Crusade.” 

The leading article of the weekly 
denominational paper, The Methodist, 
had this to say: “The Christian faith 
in Australia will grow and strengthen 
because of Dr. Graham’s visit. The 
Graham Crusade meetings have been 
so outstanding that Christianity has be- 
come real news in all Australian papers. 
People who had been indifferent to the 
appeal of the church are taking notice 
of this strange phenomenon—hundreds 
of thousands flocking to hear the ap- 
peal of one man. By his open sincerity 
and frank ‘down: to earth’ exposition 
of the Christian Gospel, Dr. Graham 
has won world acclaim and has drawn 
many ‘on the fringe’ Christians back 
into the church.” 

Many interesting stories could be told 
of changed lives as the result of the 
Crusade. A Salvation Army officer 
opened her home for prayer and in- 
vited a Roman Catholic neighbor to 
attend. She did so, and on the second 
visit she was asked if she would like to 
pray, and she said, “If you will allow 
me to pray as I have been taught I 
will do so.” The prayer then com- 
menced with, “Hail, Mary.” A mo- 
ment later the tears began to flow and, 
stumbling over her words, she prayed, 
“Oh, Lord Jesus, save me from my 
sins in your blood.” That prayer was 
abundantly fulfilled. 

The sales manager of a large com- 
pany, with offices and factories in 
Britain as well as in Australia, wrote 
to Dr. Graham thanking him for com- 
ing to Australia. He told of how one 
of the salesmen in Victoria had been 
unsatisfactory in his work and that an 
advertisement had been placed in the 
Melbourne papers for a replacement. 
However, a change had taken place in 
the man, so much so that in the month 
of March he had the best record of any 
company’s salesmen in the state.. It 
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was known previously that he had 
shown a lack of confidence in himself 
and that there was domestic trouble. 
Now there was a happy home where 
love and harmony prevailed. 

In talking, however, with the Vic- 
torian manager on the telephone, the 
sales manager agreed that there was 
no need for a replacement for this 
man, and indeed he was brought before 
the mariager and commended for his 
change of heart and activity. The Vic- 
torian manager also made clear that 
the cause of the change was the fact 
that the man had been converted to 
Christ during the Melbourne Crusade. 

The letter to Dr. Graham from the 
sales manager concluded: “Thank you 
for what you have done for our com- 
pany and for this man, and for making 
my job easier.” 

This final word must be said. Any- 
one listening to Dr. Graham could not 


fail to realize the one objective in his 
ministry. He has only one passion and’ 


that is to win the lost for Christ. With 
Paul, he can say, “Woe is me if I preach 
not the Gospel.” Billy Graham refuses 
to remit to second place the one pri- 
mary, pre-eminent task of proclaiming 
the glad and glorious Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

In every sermon this clear, convinc- 
ing message has been proclaimed, and 
not one of the precious historic doc- 
trines of the faith, including the Virgin 
Birth and the Second Coming of Christ, 
has been omitted or toned down in 
any way. No wonder the blessed Lord 
continues to use His beloved servant 
who is constantly saying, “Don’t give 
any glory to Billy Graham, all the 
honor and praise must be given to the 
Lord” who says, “My glory will I not 
give to another.” 

All the expenses of the Crusade had 
been met before the final week began 
and the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee had asked the people to con- 
tinue giving in order that funds would 
be raised for a documentary film to be 
made of the whole Australian Crusade; 
also that there would be given a sum 
of money to the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Association to be used in 
Australia for the “Hour of Decision” 
broadcasts and for the follow-up work in 
order that the results of the Crusade 
may be conserved as much as possible. 


Sypney, N.S.W. 
py 4 


Visiting the Site of Pioneer 
Missionary Endeavor in Hawaii 


EADERS and friends of THE Sun- 

DAY ScHoot Trmes will find just 
the kind of vacation they will like, 
with Christian fellowship and relax- 
ation amid the beauties of new places; 
and enjoy luxurious living on the tour 
to Hawaii, which leaves Chicago Oc- 
tober 19 and returns thereto November 
8. Ten days will be spent on the Islands 
with day and overnight trips to Hawaii 
and Kauai and the balance of the time 
on the main island of Oahu, The mag- 
nificent hotels, Moana and Royal Ha- 
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waiian, situated on Waikiki Beach, will 
be “home” for the party, and sight-see- 
ing trips, taking in everything worth 
while on the three islands, are planned, 

Visits to Seattle and San Francisco 
with plans to see these two cities in 
detail are included. Travel in the 
States will be in Vista-Dome North 
Coast Limited cars on the Northern 
Pacific Railway and on the famous 
Santa Fe’s “Chief.” The party will 
travel to the Islands from Seattle in a 
big plane of the Northwest Airlines, 
and return to Los Angeles on the mag- 
nificent S. S. Lurline. 

While at Hilo, the main town on the, 
island of Hawaii, the party will visit 
the historic Haili Church, and hear from 
its pastor, the Rev. Paul E. Toms, some- 
thing of the missionary work of the 
great missionary Titus Coan, who ar- 
rived at Hilo in 1835, and started what 
was to become known as the “great 





awakening.” Queen Keopuolani was a 
convert of this pioneer missionary 
movement. 


Mr. Toms, the present pastor of the 
(Continued on page 520) 
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Telling the Beaver 
By Arthur Guiterman 


OMEONE told the Beaver 

That the Fox was mighty clever 
And the Owl was famed for wisdom 
And the Mink was fair to see 
And the Ants were raising anthills 
That were sure to last forever. 
“Glad to hear,” said the Beaver, 
“But I have to fell this tree.” 


Someone told the Beaver 

That he might be fairly able, 

Yet his work was far too earthy 

For indelible renown, 

And the Muskrat’s reputation 

Was more eminently stable. 

“Stand from under!” cried the Beaver, 
For his tree was coming down. 


Someone told the Beaver 

That he really was respected; 

Would he come and give a lecture 
Showing when and where and how 
It was best, in his opinion, 

That a dam should be erected? 

“Mighty sorry,” said the Beaver, 

“But I’m building one right now.” 


Then they told the Beaver 

(They are always telling Beavers!) 
That his standards were the standards 
Of an antiquated Turk, 

While the Sloth’s exalted doctrine 

Was the one for true believers; 

For the talkers must be talking 

While the Beavers do the work. 





While this is not a religious poem, yet 
it sets forth so cleverly a lesson for all 
Christian workers that it is here re- 
printed, with permission. It was first 
published in The American Scholar, 
May, 1932. (Dr. Guiterman died in 
1943.) It is a good illustration of Ec- 


clesiastes 9:10a; Romans 12:11; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4: 11.—EprTor. 
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International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 3. JULY 19. BLESSING FOR AN ALIEN 


Ruth; printed text, 1:19 to 2:2; 4:13-17 
Golden Text.—He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him 


food and raiment. 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Ruth 1:19 So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, 
that all the city was moved about them, and they said, Is 
this Naomi? 

20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went out full, and the Lorp hath brought me home 
again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord 
hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted 
me? 

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her 
daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the coun- 
try of Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the begin- 
ning of barley harvest. 

Chap. 2:1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his 


Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.—Deut. 10:18, 19 


sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my 


daughter. 


Chap. 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and 
when he went in unto her, the Lorp gave her conception, 
and she bare a son. 

14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lorp, 
which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that 
his name may be famous in Israel. 

15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a 
nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which 
loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath 
born him. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, 
and became nurse unto it. 

17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, 
There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name 
Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 





name was Boaz. 


2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now 
go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Holy Spirit, who directed the 
[composition of the beautiful story 
of Ruth, desired that people 
through the centuries should read the 
record for several reasons. 

First, the little book reveals that even 
in the anarchistic period of Israel’s 
judges there was a remnant of genuine 
faith in the land (represented by Boaz). 
Even in the midst of idolatry and con- 
fusion, when “every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21: 
25), God had His own people who had 
not bowed the knee to false gods. 

Second, Ruth narrates a lovely ro- 
mance which can well challenge the 
hearts of young people contemplating 
marriage. Boaz was a man of nobility, 
integrity, and generosity. Ruth was a 
lovely young woman, pure, upright, and 
devoted. The story is one of dignity 
and charm. Understand the customs of 
the day (especially Deut. 25:5, 6) and 
you will see that both Ruth and Boaz 
acted with discretion. 

Third, the book informs us concern- 
ing the genealogy of King David, from 
whom Mary the mother of our -Lord 
was descended (cf. Ruth 4:21, 22; Luke 
3:31, 32). 

Fourth—and this is a truth upon which 
one might dwell at length—the romance 
of Boaz and Ruth is an interesting il- 
lustration (cf. Eph. 5:25-27) of the re- 
lationship between Christ and His bride, 
the true Church. Study the parallel 
carefully and your soul will be richly 
blessed. 


Verse by Verse 


Ruth 1:19.—“They two went .. . to 
Bethlehem. . . . when they were come 


national 
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. all the city was moved about them, 
and they said, Is this Naomi?” The 
distance from Moab to Bethlehem (five 
miles south of Jerusalem) was about 
50 miles. The city was stirred because 
the family of the influential Elimelech 
was. well known. The question asked 
by the women residents (‘éaid,” as here 
used, is feminine) was due to their 
sorrowing surprise at Naomi’s condi- 
tion. Her appearance, altered by years 
of grief, had changed. But more. There 
was a shocking contrast between ‘her 
happy condition when she and her 
loved ones had left Bethlehem years 
before and her present loneliness: she 
was now a bereaved widow. ~ 

Verse 20—‘“She said . . . Call me not 
Naomi, call me Mara... the Almighty 
hath dedlt very bitterly with me.” 
“Naomi” means “gracious” or “pleas- 
ant.” “Mara” means “bitter.” The 
woman’s total outlook on life had 
changed. The loveliness of her life 
had been replaced by bitterness. She 
attributed her deep'sorrow to the hand 
of God, laid heavily upon her. “Al- 
mighty” is “Shaddai” in Hebrew (cf. 


Exod. 6:3), the one in control of life 
and destiny. : 
Verse 21—“I went out full ... the 


Lord hath brought me home again 
empty the Lord hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath af- 
flicted me?” Naomi had left Bethle- 
hem “full,” i.e., with a husband and two 
sons. Her husband, Elimelech, may 
have taken many of their possessions 
with them when escaping the famine 
in’ Bethlehem. The Lord “testified” 
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against Naomi: He had seemed to wit- 
ness against her as guilty, and then 
penalized (“afflicted”) her for her sins. 


Verse 22—“Naomi returned, and Ruth © 
the Moabitess, her daughter in law... 
out of the country of Moab. . . they 
came to Bethlehem in the beginning of 
barley harvest.” “Bethlehem” (“house 
of bread”) is later known as “the city 
of David.” Moab lies to the east, be- 
yond Jordan. We are repeatedly told 
that Ruth was a “foreigner” (e.g., 2:2, 
6, 21; 4:5). The “beginning of barley 
harvest” was early in April. God’s will 
is seen in the time of year the women 
arrived, i.e., when it would be possible 
for Ruth to glean. 


Ruth 2:1—“‘Naomi had a kinsman of. 
her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, 
of the family of Elimelech . . . Boaz.” 
The name “Boaz”. (“strength,” or 
“quickness in him”) suggests a man 


-endowed with resources of power or 


activity. The word | “kinsman” used 
here is moda, meaning a friend or ac- 
quaintance. Later the word goel (Ruth 
3:9) will be used, indicating not only 
that Boaz was a friend of Elimelech, 
but also that he was a blood relative. 


Verse 2—“Ruth . . . said unto Naomi, 
Let me now go to the field, and glean 
ears of corn after him .. , she said unto 
her, Go, my daughter.” The poor, the 
stranger, and the widow had the right 
to glean (cf. Lev. 19:9, 10; Deut. 24: 
19), ie. to gather grain left on the 
earth by the reapers. To follow “after” 
a reaper and thus gather would be 
possible only if the man followed was 
unselfish and kind. 

Ruth 4:13—“So Boaz took Ruth, and 
she was his wife ... the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bare a son.” Boaz, 
ever honorable, had fulfilled his duty 
He and Ruth 
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were duly married, the consummation 
of a beautiful and noble romance. Of 
this union a son was born, his arrival 
rightly attributed to the superintend- 
ence of the Lord. 

Verse 14—“‘The women said unto 
Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which 
hath not left thee this day without a 
kinsman, that his name may be famous 

. .’ As Boaz was Ruth’s kinsman-re- 
deemer, so their little son would be 
Naomi’s. The thought is: the birth of 
the lad would “buy her back” from 
sorrow to joy, from the stigma of child- 
lessness to the blessedness of a family, 
from the frustration of lonely old age 
to the assurance of continuing family 
love, care, and provision; and above all 
to a confidence that the family line, in- 
terrupted by death, would now con- 
tinue. ; 

Verse 15.—“He shall be unto thee a 
restorer of thy life ...a nourisher of 
thine old age .. . thy daughter in law, 
which loveth thee . . . is better to thee 
than seven sons...” The birth of the 
boy would bring a present revival of 
joy and peace as well as a hope for the 
future. “Seven” suggests a large num- 
ber (cf. 1 Sam. 2:5). Note the renewed 
emphasis upon Ruth’s unfailing love 
for Naomi. 

Verse 16.—“Naomi took the child, and 
laid it in her bosom, and became nurse 
unto it.”. As “grandmother” she lov- 
ingly acknowledged that the child be- 
longed te her. This is one of the most 
tender scenes in the Bible. Naomi is, 
as it were, incorporating the child unto 
herself, while Ruth, totally unselfish, 
gives her loving and hearty approval. 

Verse 17—“The women her neigh- 
bours gave it a name... Obed: he is 
the father of Jesse, the father of David.” 
Ruth, the beautiful heroine of the story, 
became the divine instrument in carry- 
ing forward the Davidic line, of which 
the Lord Jesus would ultimately be 
born. “Obed” (“servant” or “wor- 
shiper”) implies that the little child 
would some day minister to the needs 
of his adoring “grandmother.” Note 
that the neighbors (not Boaz) chose 
the name. This indicates (1) Boaz’s 
cheerful acquiescence; (2) the friend- 
liness of the neighbors! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


As long as we recognize the fact that 
the story of Ruth is actual history, it 
is quite legitimate to see in it an in- 
structive illustration of Christ’s love- 
relationship to His bride, the Church. 

Boaz was a highly respected citizen 
of Bethlehem. A man of wealth, 
strength, and influence, he was yet kind 
and considerate. In the spiritual par- 
allel we are now drawing, he represents 
Christ, the mighty yet gracious Son of 
God. 

Ruth was a Gentile from beyond the 
Jordan to the east. So far as the bless- 
ings promised by God to the Jews 
were concerned, she was a Gentile, a 
Moabitess, an alien from the common- 
wealth” of Israel. Moreover, she was in 
great need. She had -lost her husband, 
father-in-law, and brother-in-law. Her 
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visible means of support were gone. 
She was in desperate straits. So it is 
with people before they are introduced 
to the Saviour. They are separated 
from God, helpless, and hopeless. 

But the Lord dealt gently with Ruth. 
Her love and loyalty to her mother-in- 


law were strong and tender. She clung | 


to Naomi devotedly, and as the result 
she finally met Naomi’s husband’s kins- 
man, Boaz. Naomi was thus the hu- 
man instrument in bringing Ruth to the 
place of redemption. _Thank God for 
faithful witnesses today whose win- 
someness and love draw people to the 
Lord! 

Boaz became Ruth’s’ kinsman-re- 
deemer. When the closer relative was 
unable or unwilling to purchase the 
property which had belonged to Elime- 
lech and as part of the legal transaction 
to marry Ruth, Boaz stepped in, bought 
back (“redeemed”) the heritage and 
entered into a marriage contract with 
Ruth. The Lord Jesus has thus re- 
deemed His people. He became our 
“kinsman” when He assumed human 
flesh. He bought His own back from 
the hopelessness and burden of sin and 
death. The redemption price was His 
precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). His 
redeemed are now His holy bride (cf. 
2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-27), awaiting the 
reappearance of her heavenly Bride- 
groom. 

The fruit of the union between Boaz 
and Ruth was Obed, grandfather of 
David, and thus ‘a source of blessing to 
Israel. The fruit of our spiritual union 
with Christ, Paul reminds us, must be 
“unto God” (Rom. 7:4). 


Topics for Development 


Redemption. This holy doctrine is 
an integral part of the Gospel. The 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY had Elimelech and his family 
left Bethlehem? 
2. What do the names “Naomi” and 
“Mara” mean? (Ruth 1:2, 20.) 
/ 3. What similar disaster overtook 
Naomi and her two daughters-in-law? 
4. What was Ruth’s nationality? 
5. How did Ruth reveal her devotion 
to Naomi? 
6. How was Boaz related to Ruth? 
7. What law did Boaz fulfill in buy- 
ing Elimelech’s land? ! ; 
8. What law entitled him to the priv- 
ilege of taking Ruth to be his wife? 
9. Of what is Boaz’s redemption of 
Ruth an instructive illustration? 
10. Of what important Old Testament 
figure did Ruth become great-grand- 
mother? 


(Answers on page 517) 





word means a “buying back.” In the 
Old Testament we read of the redemp- 
tion of land and houses (Lev. 25: 25-29), 
and of animals and people (Exod. 13: 
13; Ruth 4:9, 10; Neh. 5:8). The pur- 
chasing meant a change of ownership 
and condition as the result of the pay- 
ment of a price. 

Men are by nature held in the cruel 
slavery of sin. Christ Jesus became 
our “kinsman” when He was “made in 
the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7), ie, 
when He became incarnate. On the 
cross He poured out His blood for sin- 
ners. This was the payment or ransom 
price to buy them back to God. All be- 
lievers have thus been’ redeemed, 
“bought back” to the Lord. This in- 
volves a new ownership (they belong 
to God) and a new condition (they are 
free from the tyranny of the Law and 
sin). The New Testament writers re- 
joice in explaining this wonderful truth 
(study 1 Cor. 6:20; Gal. 3:13; Eph. 1:7). 
And saints in Glory will never cease to 
praise the Lord for His glorious re- 
demption (Rev. 5:9). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Ruth in Moab (Ruth 1) 

2. Ruth in Bethlehem’s fields (chap. 2) 

3. Ruth in Boaz’ presence (chap. 3) 

4. Ruth redeemed and married (chap. 
4) 


Practical Applications 

The love that caused Ruth to cleave 
to Naomi was more than a refutation 
of certain inane mother-in-law stories. 
It was a deep-rooted, disinterested loy- 
alty to the older woman. Family love: 
we rush about so madly these days that 
we often neither cherish it nor take the 
time to cultivate it. Ruth is a family 
story, a challenge to us all to be more 
thoughtful and devoted to our own rela- 
tives. 

Businessmen should read the Book of 
Ruth often. Boaz is a splendid type 
of a respected, successful landowner. 
Notice his dealings with his servants 
(Ruth 2:4) and his kindness to a 
stranger (vv. 8, 9). His handling of a 
business matter (the redemption of 
Elimelech’s land) was honorable and 
aboveboard (4:1-11). He was a worthy 
ancestor of David. 

Are You _ interested in romantic 
stories? Or are you a teen-ager with a 
possible romance in the offing? Ruth 
is a love tale of rare dignity and charm. 
Like Ruth, honor the Lord. Cultivate 
a heart of love and loyalty toward your 
own people. Maintain the sanctity of 
your own moral ideals. The Holy 
Spirit will guide you in the realm of 
marriage as in all others. 


Golden Text 

Deut. 10:18, 19.—“He doth execute the 
judgment of the fatherless and widow, 
and loveth the stranger, in giving him 
food and raiment. Love ye therefore 
the stranger: for ye were strangers ™ 
the land of Egypt.” The command to 
love “strangers,” people of other lands 
who had settled among Israel, is often 
repeated in the Old Testament. The 
reasons here adduced for that love are 
two: (1) the loving nature of God, 
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lesson for July 19 


who provides for the needy; and (2) 
Israel’s own experience as strangers in 
a foreign land. God has not changed. 
Our forefathers were once “strangers” 
in this land. Let us love those in our 
midst whom many may still treat as 
aliens (cf. Heb. 13:2). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“Por the Beauty of the Earth” 
' “More Like the Master” 
“Lord, Speak to Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who setteth the solitary in 
families, we thank Thee for all that our 
homes and loved ones mean to us. We 
pray for sympathy for lonely people, 
kindness toward strangers, and loving 
concern for the good of all sorts and 
conditions of men. Give us a neigh- 
borly interest in people and help us by 
friendliness to win others to the Sav- 
iour. Bless this lesson to all studying it 
today and forward the cause of Thy 
Son by the teaching of Thy truth in 
every place. To all in special need, the 
sick, the sad, and the troubled, give 
mercy and help. To us give support 
and guidance each step of the way 
through this life. Forgive our sins, 
make pure our hearts, and help us to 
be good and faithful servants of our 
Saviour, for it is in His name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The story of Ruth 
the foreigner, befriended by Boaz, is a 
lovely example of obedience to God’s 
command in our Golden. Text, “Love 
ye... the stranger.” One reason for 
loving strangers and foreigners is that 





TOWARD STRANGERS, 
NOT RIGID 
BUT RIENDLY 
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God loves them. The text says God 
loves the stranger and then says, “Love 
ye therefore the stranger.” That God’s 
love takes in all sorts and conditions of 
people is clear from the Gospel word, 
“God so loved the world .. .” (John 3: 
16). A special reason why Israel was 
to be kind to strangers was that their 
own forefathers had been strangers un- 
der oppression in Egypt. 

How do we treat foreigners and 
Strangers? What about strangers in 
our country? Do we treat them as in- 
truders? Do we look on them with 
Suspicion and dislike? Do we begrudge 
them a place in our midst? Or do we 











Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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go out of our way to make them wel- 
come, as we should? Then, how do we 
treat strangers in our neighborhood? 
They may be homesick and lonely. 
Some sign of friendliness would mean 
so much to them. And what about 
strangers in our church? Are we cold 
toward them, or do we give them a wel- 
come and friendly attention? First im- 
pressions are important. People in a 
church for the first time appreciate 
friendliness. Indeed there is nothing 
better than friendly Christian interest 
and kindness to arouse interest in the 
Gospel and win people to our Saviour. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“So they two went until they came to 
Bethlehem. . . .” (Ruth 1:19).—What a 
contrast to ten years,before! At that 
time it was husband, Wife, and two sons 
leaving Bethlehem—“the house of bread 
and praise!” Now a widow and an alien 
were approaching Bethlehem. 

There are three cases of “two” walk- 
ing together in the Old Testament. In 
Genesis 22:8 Abraham and Isaac are 
seen walking together to the place of 
sacrifice. In 2 Kings 2:6, Elijah and 
Elisha are seen walking together to the 
place of translation, or rapture. And 
in our verse we see Naomi and Ruth 
walking together to the place of resto- 
ration and provision. 

“Can two walk together, except they 
be agreed?” (Amos 3:3.) Naomi, the 
backslider, and Ruth, the new convert, 
were agreed that Bethlehem was the 
place for: them to go. A report had 
gone out that “the Lord had visited 
his people in giving them bread” (Ruth 
1:6). 

A poor German immigrant woman 
sat with her children in the waiting 
room of an Eastern station. Another 
woman, on her way to a train, was 
struck with the poor woman’s look of 
misery and stopped to speak to her. 
The German woman confided that her 
husband had been buried at sea; she 
was going to Iowa, and it was hard to 
enter a strange land alone with her 
The stranger had but ‘one 
moment. She pressed some money into 
the poor creature’s hand and _ said, 
“Alone! Why, Jesus is with you! He 
never will leave you alone!” Ten years 
afterward the woman said: “That word 
gave me courage for the rest of my life. 
When I was a child I knew the Lord 
and loved Him. I had forgotten Him. 
It kept me strong and even happy 
through all future troubles.” 

“Call me not Naomi, call°-me Mara 
...” (Ruth 1:20).—Naomi means “pleas- 
ant”; Mara means “bitter.” Naomi ex- 
perienced pleasantness while she lived 
in Bethlehem with her husband, Elime- 
lech, whose name means, “My God is 
King.” But when she turned her back 


on Bethlehem and her face toward 

Moab, she experienced bitterness. 
She said, “The Almighty hath dealt 

very bitterly with me.” 


The truth of 
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the matter was that she had brought 
the bitterness upon herself; for “it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast 
forsaken the Lord thy God” (Jer. 2:19). 

To every backslider experiencing bit- 
terness, it can be said, “Thy way and 
thy doings have procured these things” 
(Jer. 4:18). Even in a case where the 
backsliding is not overt, the Scripture 
says, “The backslider in heart shall be 
filled with his own ways” (Prov. 14:14). 

“I went out full, and the Lord hath 
brought me home again empty .. .” 
(Ruth 1:21).—It took Naomi ten years 
to learn that she was “full” while living 
in Bethlehem with her husband and 
two sons, and enjoying the fellowship 
of the people of God! 

It only takes the trial of bereavement 
to cause a person to realize how empty 
life can be without the loved one who 
was taken. 

Just the other day I read of a wid- 
ower who was very comfortably sit- 
uated, and had had everything to live 
for, but life became desperately empty 
after the death of his wife. He did not 
know the Lord who could have filled 
life to overflowing for him. He took 
the coward’s way out—suicide! 

“Let me now go to the field, and 
glean .. .” (Ruth 2:2).—Divine pro- 
vision had been made for the poor, the 
stranger, and the widow (Lev. 19:9, 10; 
Deut. 24:19). 

Ruth manifested subjection to Naomi 
in saying, “Let me now go to the field, 
and glean.” A Britisher, who is very 
fond of tea, says: “What a boon a ‘let 
me do it’ is anywhere and everywhere! 
I have observed how some say, ‘What a 
relief-it is when one goes out to tea to 
be able to sit still and be waited on! 
It is such a change.’ The answer is 
‘Yes,’ but they think much, and the 
event does rot come off oftener than 
they can help. But what a difference 
it makes if a ‘let me do it’ comes to 
tea! How popular she is! It is quite 
a treat to see her.” Ruth was.such a 
person. 

Thank God for the happy privilege 
which is ours to be gleaners, when we 
are not reapers! Where hast .thou 
gleaned today in the field of Holy 
Scripture? 

“So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his 
wife...” (Ruth 4:13).—By the super- 
abounding grace of God, the alien be- 
comes the bride of Boaz, the mighty 
man of wealth, the kinsman-redeemer! 
From this marriage descended David, 
and through him, our’ kinsman-re- 
deemer, the Lord Jesus. See Hebrew 
2: 14, 15. 

At one time we were “aliens” (Eph. 
2:12), but faith in Christ linked us to 
Him; now we are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but His bride! See 
Ephesians 2: 17-22; 5: 25-27. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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An active faith can give thanks for a 
promise, though it be not as yet per- 
formed; knowing that God’s bonds are 
as good as ready money.—Matthew 
Henry. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, something very impor- 

tant is usually done at the begin- 
ning of things. It is to make a choice. 
A baseball manager is very careful to 
choose his pitcher before the game be- 
gins; the result of the game is apt to 
hang upon that choice. Sometimes in 
the middle of a game he finds it neces- 
sary to change and send in a substitute 
pitcher, which usually indicates he 
made a bad choice in the beginning. 
The score at the end of the game either 
confirms or condemns his judgment. A 
leaf falling upon the bosom of a tiny 
pool on top of the Continental Divide 
may by the slightest breath of a breeze 
be started on its way to the Atlantic 
or to the Pacific. The pool has two 
outlets: one to the Eastward and the 
other to the Westward. On how slight 
a zephyr may turn the destination of 
the careless little leaf! 

It was no trifling breeze that turned 
Ruth’s face definitely away from Moab 
toward Bethlehem. That was the surge 
of a great purpose formed in her heart 
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to cleave to Naomi, even though it 
meant to leave her own kindred and 
go to spend her life in a strange land. 
But that resolute purpose itself was 
the result of other choices and other 
decisions which had been made in the 
years before. The earlier choices were 
trivial in comparison to this; but they 
had to do with the religion (or faith) 
of Naomi. Ruth and Orpah, as maidens, 
lived in Moab, the home of their par- 
ents. The Moabites were _ idolaters. 
They worshiped images of wood and 
stone. Ruth and Orpah had never 
known any other religion. Then came 
into their neighborhood Naomi and her 
husband Elimelech, and their two sons, 
Mahlon and Chilion. 

This family had come from the land 
of Judah, where Jehovah was worshiped 
as the one and only God. In course of 
time the two sons met and married 
Ruth and Orpah, and through associa- 
tion with these Judaites the two girls 
learned that “God is a spirit, infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good- 
ness, and truth.” Doubtless both were 
impressed, and both saw there was 
something real and life-giving in the 
worship of the true God—so different 
from their own experience with gods 
of wood and stone. The “still small 
voice” of God was in it. Ruth paused 
to listen. Orpah evidently did not; or 
if she did, she did not care so much. 
Ruth learned to know and love the 
true God. 

When Naomi, after the death of her 
husband and her two sons, decided to 
return to the land of Judah, Ruth ar- 
rived at the point where she must make 
the most important decision of her life. 
Would she, like Orpah, remain in her 
own land with her own people where 
the only religion was idolatrous? Or 
would she go with Naomi into a strange 
land where the true God was wor- 
shiped? She loved Naomi and she loved 
Naomi’s God, and she made her choice. 
So she said, “Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” The 
decision to go with Naomi changed the 
course of her whole life. Little did 
she guess at the time what a wonderful 
experience it was leading to. It ush- 
ered her into the line of ancestry to 
King David, who in the course of 
events became her great grandson. And 
this meant that she would be in the 
direct line of the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
own human family. 

Fellows, this beautiful story may 
serve as the inspiration for your own 
decision to open wide your ears to the 
“still small voice” of the Lord, calling 
you into high service. He speaks to- 
day as pointedly as He did in the Bible 
days—yes, I believe even more point-- 
edly, because of the clearer light un- 
der which we have to see as we listen. 
The story may help you to be willing 
to let the Lord Jesus speak His mind— 
His will—to you; to linger just a little 
longer in your daily prayer, giving the 
added moments to listening for His 
answer to what you have been asking 
for, and to know His. will. Perhaps to 
search a little more earnestly in your 
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Bible, to know Jesus Christ better. You 
know the Bible is a photograph of 
Christ. It is the only authentic likeness 
of Him. His character, the many won- 
derful phases of it, is portrayed there 
through statements about Him; and in 
very simple figures of speech, like the 
Light, the Way, the Truth, the Life, the 
Bread, the Vine, the Elder Brother, 
Counsellor, King, Prince of Peace—best 
of all, your Saviour, Redeemer, and 
Friend. 

The breath of a gentle breeze wafts 
the little leaf this way and that, and 
where it falls on the bosom of the 
placid pool determines its destiny. This 
may seem a small matter now, but your 
choice as to how you will face Christ 
will determine large issues later. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is from the Book 

of Ruth. Since there is so much 
conversation in this book of the Bible, 
I thought you might enjoy reading it 
aloud as if it were a dialogue. Since 
this is a part of God’s Word, I am sure 
you will read it reverently. The Reader, 
Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz have a lot to 
read; Orpah and Boaz’s servant very 
little. You may choose your parts, and 
all the others may read the part of the 
Reapers and also the Bethlehem women. 
We will read the first two chapters, 
and then verses 13-17 from the last 
chapter. Here is a copy of the dialogue 
for each of you, which I typed, using 
the exact words of Scripture. We will 
read it first from the paper. Then I 
will give you a few minutes in which 
each of you may mark her part in her 
own Bible. Then we will read it a 
second time, in the same way, direct 
from our Bibles. We will spend most 
of our time reading this morning, but, 
as we read, try to find the answer to 
these three questions: (1) In what ways 
is Naomi a type of a backslider return- 
ing to the Lord? (2) In what ways is 
Ruth a type of a sinner saved by grace? ° 
(3) In what ways is Boaz a type of 
Christ? 

The Reader may now read from the 
Bible the first seven verses of the Book 
of Ruth. Our paper starts with verse 
8, so after you have finished verse 7, 


read from your paper. ‘ 





Reaper: And Naomi said unto her two — 
daughters in law; 

Naomr: Go, return each to her mother’s 

‘house: the Lord deal kindly with 
you, as ye have dealt with the dead, 
and with me. The Lord grant you 
that ye may find rest, each of you in 
the house of her husband. 

Reaver: Then she kissed them; and they 
lifted up their voice, and wept. And 
they said unto her, 

RuTH AND QrpaAH: Surely we will re- 
turn with thee unto thy people. 

Reaper: And Naomi said, 

Naomi: Turn again, my ong Gotighheee: why 
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" some happy times? 








will ye go with me? are there yet 
any more sons in my womb, that they 
may be your husbands? Turn again, 
my daughters, go your way; for I 
am too old to have an husband. If 
I should say, I have hope, if I should 
have an husband also tonight, and 
should also bear sons; would ye tarry 
for them till they were grown? would 
ye stay for them from having hus- 
bands? nay, my , daughters; for it 

' grieveth.me much for your sakes that 
the hand of the Lord is gone out 
against me. 

Reaper: And they lifted up their voice, 
and wept again: and Orpah kissed 
her mother in law; but Ruth clave 
unto her. And she said, 

Naomi: Behold, thy sister in law is 
gone back unto her people, and unto 
her gods: return thou after thy sister 
in law. 

Reaver: And Ruth said, 

RutH: Intreat me not to leave thee, or 
to return from following after thee: 
for whither thou goest, I will go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God: where thou diest, will 
I die, and there will I be buried: the 
Lord do so to me, and more also, -if 
ought but death part thee and me, 





Space limitation in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times makes it impossible to 
print all the story in the above form 
in this column, as we typed it for the 
girls. But it proved so interesting that 
we are going to read it in the same way 
for a Sunday school program. 

Here are suggested answers to the 
three questions:» (1) Naomi, as a back- 
slider, was not trying to get her 
daughters-in-law to serve the God of 
Israel, but she found joy back in the 
place where God wanted her to be. 
(2) Ruth, an alien from God’s people, 
was won by love, decided to come into 
God’s country, and received His bless- 
(3) Boaz, a Christlike character, 
knew all about Ruth, made provision 
for her, and united her to himself. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Sentinn Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Home Made Happy 
(Buth 4:13-17) 

AS your family had some hard 
times or sad times? Has it had 
A Bible woman 
was named Happy, or Pleasant (Naomi). 
There was a time when she and her 
husband were well-to-do and happy 
with their two sons in Bethlehem. Do 
you know about the hard times and the 
sad times that came to them? (Famine, 
Moving to a foreign land, death of hus- 
band and sons.) Poor, sad Naomi left 
alone in a foreign land! Yet not wholly 
alone. Before the sons died, they had 
Married young women in Moab. Do 
you know their names? 

Naomi wanted to get back home to 
Bethlehem among her own people, and 
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she had heard that-there was food there 
now. The daughters-in-law started off 
with her. Do you know the story of 
Naomi’s saying good-by to Orpah and 
Ruth? (Read Ruth 1:16, 17.) But 
would God’s people have Ruth, a for- 
eigner, from a country they despised? 
Her clothes would be different, and her 
talk sound queer. 

It was sad for Naomi to start house- 
keeping again in the old house, deserted 
for ten years, and no men to help fix it 
up. The neighbors were excited at 
first over her return with the foreign 
daughter-in-law. “Don’t call me Naomi, 
or ‘Happy,’ call me Mara, or ‘Bitter,’ 
because the Lord has made my life 
bitter.” But Ruth was helpful and did 
all she could for the sad, older woman. 
She asked her mpther’s permission to 
go to work to get them something to 
eat. It was harvesttime. Barley, the 
grain for poor folk’s bread and food 
for animals, was ripe. Both men and 
girls were busy in the fields, cutting the 
grain and carrying it in loose bunches 
or sheaves to the threshing floor. (The 
National Geographic Magazine, Decem- 
ber, 1929, pp. 705-707, gives- pictures of 
harvesting in Bethlehem.) 

God’s Law helped poor widows like 
Naomi and foreigners like Ruth. Where 
do we find His Law in our Bibles? 
(Find and read Lev. 19:9, 10; 23:22; 
Deut. 24:19.) 

Did it just happen, or was God help- 
ing a brave girl who trusted Him, that 
the place where she. first asked per- 
mission to pick up the stray stalks of 
grain belonged to a relative—a relative 
who had heard how good she was to 
her mother-in-law and that she had 


come to believe in God—a relative who 


protected her and helped her, and even 
married her? Yes, Boaz, the well-to-do 
farmer, married the obedient, hard- 
working, foreign girl who gave up all 
to belong to God’s people. 

When their baby was born, what a 
happy hame it was! Not only Boaz 
and Ruth, happy with their first baby, 
but Grandmother Naomi! At last a 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 514) 

1. Because of the famine in the land 
(Ruth 1:1). ° 

2. “Pleasant” and “bitter.” 

3. Each lost her husband. 

4. She was a Moabitess (Ruth 1:4). 

5. She refused to leave her, and ex- 
pressed her love in one of the most 
beautiful passages of the Bible (Ruth 
1:16, 17). 

6. He was a kinsman of Elimelech, 
her father-in-law (Ruth 2:1). 

7. The law of redemption (Lev. 25: 
25-28, 47-50). 

8. The law of kinship found in Deu- 
teronomy 25:5, 6). 

9. Of the work of Christ, our kins- 
man-redeemer, in redeeming His bride, 
the true Church. 

10. Of King David (Ruth 4:17): 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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child to carry on the family! Ruth’s 
child—Ruth, who, as the neighbors said, 
was better to her than seven sons! Ruth 
did not know it on earth, but she 
started a family line of kings—King 
David, Solomon, Jehoshaphat, and the 
rest of the kings in the Kingdom of 
Judah (except Saul). What are the 
Bible Books that tell about them? The 
First-and-Seconds! (1 and’ 2 Sam; 1 
and 2 Kings; 1 and 2 Chron.) Those 
are half of the Books of History. Can 
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you learn them all, Joshua through 
Esther? (Locate in the Bible.). Next 
time we shall have a story of another 
obedient, brave girl who married a king. 

But to go back to Ruth. She started 
a family line not only of kings, but of 
the Lord Jesus Himself! It pays to be 
one of God’s people, no matter what it 
costs! It pays to be obedient to God 
and to our parents. “Honour thy father 
and thy mother” (Exod. 20:12, Memory 
Verse). Learn the rest of the verse, 
which gives God’s promise of reward. 
Make your home happy by obeying it. 
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The llvstration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Kindness to a Stranger Repaid.—He 
doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow, and loveth the 
stranger, in giving him food and rai- 
ment. Love ye therefore the stranger: 


for ye were strangers in the land of 
Egypt (Deut. 10:18, 19, Golden Text). 
One hot summer day.a young medical 
student who was selling books in a 
farming district in Maryland called at 
a farmhouse. 


A bright young girl an- 


glass of milk?” 
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swered the rap. The student asked if 
she’ might care to buy a book. “No, 
thanks,” she replied. “My mother is a 
widow and we cannot afford to invest 
in a book,” whereupon the student 
asked for a glass of cool water. “We 
have cool milk in the springhouse, too,” 
she replied. “Would you care for a 
The student, having 
drunk the refreshing milk, was invited 
to drink a second glass. When he of- 
fered to pay her, she said, “No, no; my 
mother has taught me to be kind to 
strangers, and, that I am now doing.” 
Years passed, and one day a woman 
was brought into a private room of a 
hospital with nurses to wait on her. 
The patient was too sick to notice any- 
one, but the chief surgeon recognized 
her, and took particular interest in her 
case. Weeks passed, and one morning 
the nurse said, “You are going home 
tomorrow!” “Oh! I am so glad,” she 
said. “But the hospital bill greatly 
worries me. It must be Wery large!” 
“T’ll bring it to you,” said the nurse. 
As the woman looked over the stagger- 
ing amount of the bill she wept, “Oh, 
when shall I ever be able to pay it?” 
As she looked farther down the bill, at 
the bottom she read, “Paid in full for a 
glass of milk!”"—From Howard A. 
Kelly, M.D., in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent ‘by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


God Had Not Forgotten—He doth 
execute the judgment of'\the fatherless 
and widow, and loveth the stranger, in 
giving him food and raiment. Love ye 
therefore the stranger: for ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt (Deut. 
10:18, 19, Golden Text). A young 
woman arrived in a strange city where 
she was supposed to be met by the man 
she expected to marry. She waited at 
the station from early morning until 
noon. She began to despair as she had 
little money and knew no one in that 
city. The woman in the Travelers Aid 
office had noticed her and knew by the 
look on the girl’s face that there was 
something wrong. She offered help, 
and the girl told her her circumstances. 
When the Travelers Aid inquired about 


the man, they found he had left the » 


city. The woman got the girl a good 
meal, then took her to a Christian home 
where she stayed until she found work. 
One day as she tried to thank the 
woman for her great kindness the girl 
said: “I haven’t been a Christian very 
long, and that day at the station I felt 
God had forgotten me, but I know now 
that He has people like you to help 
those in despair. It has made me want 
to be the best kind of Christian, and 
by God’s help I’ll pass on your kind- 
ness to someone else.” Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Better Than Seven Sons.—So they 
two went until they came to Bethlehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were 
come to Bethlehem, that all the city 
was moved about them, and they said, 
Is this Naomi? (Ruth 1:19.) Naomi 
was thoroughly convinced that Ruth in- 
tended to go with her, and she refrained 
from further attempts to persuade her 


to abide in Moab. These two widows 
began the weary journey back to Beth- 
lehem. They must have made a sad 
spectacle as they trudged along the 
road. The prodigal daughter was re- 
turning home, and it must have been 
a sad experience in the life of Naomi, 
But, alas, it was filled with mingled 
feelings. How good home must have 
looked after years of absence! Her re- 
turn moved the city of Bethlehem to 
compassion. They were dazed to see 
the. prodigal daughter return in the rags 
of poverty, and their only comment 
was, “Is this Naomi?” But there is al- 
ways “joy in heaven” over the return 
of the prodigal. Naomi had left Beth- 
lehem with a husband and two sons, 
but she returned with only a Gentile 
girl. She was given one stranger for 
three loved ones. This was not nearly 
So ‘tragic as it appeared on the surface, 
for the women of Bethlehem were right 
when they said to Naomi, at the birth 
of Obed, “Thy daughter in law, which 
loveth thee, which is better to thee than 
seven sons, hath born him.”—From 
“Ruth, the Romance of Redemption,” 
by J. Vernon McGee,. Th.D. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Remedy for  Loneliness——The Al- 
mighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
me (Ruth 1:20). All of us have ex- 
perienced the kind of loneliness that 
comes with the loss of loved ones. Yet 
out of that bitterness of soul may come 
new sources of strength and usefulness. 
Josephine Butler, full of grief. after 
losing her only child, turned to an el- 
derly Quaker friend. Said the friend: 
“God has taken to Himself her whom 
thou didst love. But there are many 
forlorn hearts who need that mother 
love of thine.” She quietly suggested 
that she visit a home for unmarried 
mothers. She took the girls and their 
problems to her heart—and became one 


“of the foremost women of nineteenth- 


century England. No truer line was 
ever written than that by Frances Rid- 
ley Havergal, “Seldom can a heart. be 
lonely if it seeks one lonelier still.”— 
From The Reader’s Digest. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Alone—With Him—The Lord hath 
brought me home again empty (Ruth 
1:21). 

Sometimes our Lord doth want us to draw 
nearer 

And so with bands of seeming loss and pain 


He binds our hearts to His, and groweth dearer 
Than any earthly love or longed-for gain. 


He gives to us His own deep consolation 
So that, though friends forsake us, we can 
tand 


stan 
Rejoicing i ve isolation 
noe Se Pron with us, in a hostile land. 
—From M. G. Silsbee, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


His Approval Satisfies—In whose 
sight I’ shall find grace (Ruth 2:2). 
There is a story of a young composer 
whose music was being performed. He 
kept his eye fixed intently on one man 
in the audience, watching every expres- 
sion that played upon his features. It 
was his teacher. He cared more for the 
slightest mark of favor on his face than 
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for all the applause of the great com- 

y. So in all our life ‘we should 
watch the face of “Christ, caring only 
that He should be pleased. If we live 
to win His approval, we shall*not be 
afraid to have our deeds laid bare at 
the judgment seat——From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Never a Mistake—And he shall be 
unto thee a restorer of thy life (Ruth 
4:15). It required the pointing finger 
of a little son to trace the stars of faith 
and hope and rejoicing in the dark sky 
of a distracted father, a Christian busi- 
nessman, who had unexpectedly met 
with heavy losses and had begun to 
doubt the wisdom and love of God in 
allowing these reverses to overtake him. 
Returning home one evening in a de- 
spairing state of mind, he sat down be- 
fore the open fireplace in the library, 
tossed with a tempest of doubt and 
destitute of comfort. Presently his lit- 
tle boy, a child of six or seven, came 
and sat on his knee. Over the mantel- 
piece was a large illuminated card 
containing the words, “His Work Is Per- 
fect.” The child spelled out the words, 
and pointing to them said, “Papa, what 
does ‘perfect’ mean?” Before the father, 
somewhat staggered, could make a re- 
ply, the little prattler asked another 
question: “Does it mean that God never 
makes a mistake?” That was just the 
thought that the troubled father needed, 
and clasping his little one in his arms 
he exclaimed, “Yes, my precious boy, 
that is just what it means!” The 
father’s confidence in God was revived, 
and an unfaltering trust again lighted 
up his soul—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS a beautiful summer night in 

the country. The bright, full moon 
shone happily on the Weaver family as 
they sat outside having a hymn sing. 
The whole family always loved the 
times that they sang like that. The lit- 
tle children knew most of the words— 
or made believe that they did! 
Redeemed—how I love to proclaim it! 

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 


Redeemed through His infinite pea 
_, His child, and a. hed I 
a by the blood 


of x. Lamb;- 
atoomed. Redeemed, His child, and forever, 
‘am, 


Oh! How they sang that song! With 
Mother and Daddy and nine children, it 
sounded almost like a church choir—a 
good one! Judy, the youngest, was 
puzzled. “Daddy,” she wanted to know, 
“what does ‘redeemed’ mean?” 
“‘Redeemed’ means ‘to buy back,’” 
Daddy explained. “But since Don is 
just home from seminary where he has 
been studying the Bible all winter, sup- 
pose we let him tell you more about it.” 
Judy and Carol, the next to the 
youngest, both made a dash for Don. 
They loved their oldest brother. And 
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he always seemed to know how to make 
things from the Bible plain. They were 
really excited when he began, “Well, 
the best way to tell you what ‘re- 
deemed’ means is to tell you a story.” 
Oh, how the little girls—and all the 
family—loved a Bible story! 


“In the long, long ago,” Don started, 
“it was considered a real disgrace to 
become a widow. People in those days 
felt that the woman must have done 
something very wrong and that she was 
being punished for it. Ruth, who was 
still quite young, had become a widow. 
When her husband died, Ruth was very, 
very sad. Not only did she not have 
her husband, but now she would not 
have any children. Nothing could have 
been worse for a woman in those long- 
ago days. What was usually done was 
for the brother of the husband to marry 
the widow. But Ruth’s husband’s only 
brother had also died. Poor Ruth! 
What would ever happen to her? She 
went to live with her husband’s mother 
in a foreign land. She had to work 
hard in order to get even a little grain 
for her and her husband’s mother. 


“There was a rich man who saw Ruth 
at work in his field. She was not hired 
by him. She went to the field after 
most of the crop was taken in.. But 
farmers always left some grain for the 
poor people. That was the law of the 
land. The rich farmer, whose name 
was Boaz, became interested in Ruth. 
He asked questions about her. He 
learned that she was a widow. He 
knew that her husband’s brother was 
dead. He knew that because he him- 
self was a relative of her husband. _He 
found out that her husband did Have 
another relative—a relative closer than 
Boaz. If that relative would marry 
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to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards:these needy ones 
is inereasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel ? 
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Ruth, she could have children and no 
longer be in disgrace. So Boaz talked 
to that other man. He, however, was 
not able to marry Ruth. Therefore he 
gave the right to Boaz. Boaz, because 
he was rich, paid the money and Ruth 
became his wife. No longer did Ruth 
have to live in disgrace. 

“The money he paid for Ruth was 
called ‘redemption’ money. He ‘re- 
deemed’ her. He bought-her back out of 
a life of disgrace. All of this happened 
in Old Testament ‘times. In the New 
Testament a far more wonderful story 
of redemption is told. Men and women 
and boys and girls everywhere were 
and are sinners. God knew that. He 
Himself had made mankind in His own 
image and likeness. But, because they 
loved sin, they practiced sin. So God, 
who had made them, sent His Son into 
the world. When His precious Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, died on the cross, He 
paid the price to buy back from sin 
the people whom God had created. If 
Boaz had paid the money to redeem 
Ruth, but she had not gone to live with 
him, she would not have been redeemed. 
She accepted Boaz’s gift of redemption 
by going to live with him. So it is with 
us. The price for our redemption is 
paid. By believing that the Lord Jesus 
died for us, by receiving Him as our 
very own Saviour, we are forgiven. 
We are redeemed.” 

“Now I understand!” Judy exclaimed. 
“And now I like the song even better. 
Let’s sing it again.” And that is just 
what they did. 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Visiting the Site of Pioneer 
Missions in Hawaii 
(Continued from page 512) 


Haili Church at Hilo, has been ac- 
quainted with the Times since child- 
hood. He first went to Hawaii as a 
missionary of the Park Street Church 
of Boston, to the district of Kona on 
the other side of the island, after grad- 
uating from the Fuller Theological Sem- 
inary. It will be a privilege for the 
tour party to have a meeting in his 
Haili church, to be made acquainted 
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.with early missionary work there, and 
to visit the tomb of Titus Coan. 

An attractive illustrated folder, “Hg. 
waii,” is available to you, which con. 
tains all details, including costs. Send 
a card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, requesting the same 
and it will be sent to you immediately, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the tour throughout. 


oY 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 19 


3. Power To Save 
(John 11:1-4, 17-27, 37-45) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
HIS third and last topic in the series, 
“Jesus’ Power Shown in Miracles,” 
points to His power to save. We have 
already seen, in this series, Christ's 
power to rule the forces of nature and 
His power to forgive sins. His power 
to save, however, is more far reaching 
than either of the first two, and, in a 
measure, it includes them. It would 
be small comfort, for example, to know 
that sin is forgiven if there was no as- 
surance of salvation from sin’s power 
and, ultimately, from its presence. 
- A simple though incomplete illustra- 
tion is that of a little child forbidden to 
cross the street by herself, but who dis- 
obeys and falls into a muddy gutter. 
She hurts herself and covers her clean 
dress with mud. To be told by her 
mother that she is forgiven is not 
enough to bring comfort and restora- 
tion to the child. But when the mother 
comes to her and lifts her up, removes 
her soiled clothing and washes her 
clean, puts on her a clean dress, applies 
soothing remedies to her painful hurts, 
kisses her and folds her in her arms 
and tells her that she loves her, and 
then leads her safely across the street 
past all hazards to the other side—that 
is salvation. 
ye 

The miracle of the resurrection of 
Lazarus, which has been chosen for this 
week’s Scripture lesson, should help us 
to see some of the important truths 
concerning salvation. The first is that 
man is utterly helpless to do anything 
about salvation in his own strength. 
Lazarus was physically dead. He was 
helpless in the tomb. Had Christ not 
come to his aid, his body would have 
decomposed into dust and would have 
been seen no more. God’s Word tells 
us that natural man is spiritually “dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). “All 
have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). There is 
nothing man can do to help himself in 
this situation. How foolish it would 
be to try to clean up a dead body lying 
in the gutter and to tell that body to 
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‘uck up and be a man.” \It cannot 
possibly do anything until new life is 
put into it. Lazarus could not even 
remove the graveclothes that had been 
wrapped about his body. 

%& 


The second truth seen here is that 
only Christ has power to save. The 
physicians who attended Lazarus were 
helpless to save him from death and 
purial. His sisters would have done 
anything they could have done to save 
their brother, but they admitted their 
helplessness and the hopelessness of the 
situation. Only Christ could speak the 
words that Lazarus could hear and 
that could bring new life back into his 
dead body. In Acts 4:12, we read, 
‘Neither is there salvation in any other 
[Christ]: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved.” “The Lord hath 
laid on him [Christ] the iniquity of us 
all” (Isa. 53:6). 

$e 


A third truth found in this lesson is 
that Christ’s power to save is complete 
and abundant. Lazarus was not raised 
to be a sickly invalid. He was restored 
to full health and strength, and was 
able to return to his family and his 
normal life. The Lord Jesus “is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:25). He said that He came that men 
“might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
No power or bondage of sin is too great 
for Him to break. No restoration is too 
dificult for this one to whom has been 
given all power in Heaven and in earth 
(Matt. 28:18). 

¥ 


But here the analogy of Lazarus’ 
Ttesurrection and man’s salvation breaks 
down. There is nothing in the Gospel 
tecord that would lead us to suppose 
that Lazarus, although restored to life 
on this occasion, did not eventually die, 
just as did his sisters. However, the 
salvation that Christ offers to them 
that believe on Him and who receive 
Him into their hearts is satisfying and 
eternal. To the woman of Samaria He 
said, “Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst” 
Wohn 4:14); and “He that believeth 
im me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die” (John 11: 
35, 26). In John 6:39, 40, we find, “And 
this is the Father’s will which hath 
Sent me, that of all which he hath given 
me I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up again at the last day. And 
this is the will of him that sent me, 
that every one which seeth the Son, 


‘and believeth on him, may have ever- 


lasting life: and I will raise him up at 
the last day.” 


ye 
If then we are truly trusting Christ 
” our Saviour, we have already 
‘Passed from death unto life” (John 


5:24). Should physical death overtake 
US before the Lord returns, we shall go 


to be with Him to return with Him 
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when He comes again. If we are among 
the living when He returns, we shall be 
changed in the twinkling of an eye and 
be caught up to be with Him, and to be 
reunited with our loved ones who have 
gone on before (1 Thess. 4:15-18; 1 Cor. 
15: 51-53). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Suffering Perfectly 
(Continued from page 508) 


or alone, as a child of God in His sure 
keeping, it must be accomplished here. 
It is this thought that Ugo Bassi set 
forth in his “Sermon in the Hospital,” 
and the truth of it is a background 
against which the solemn glory of the 
achievement of suffering shines forth 
upon all life. 

One thought has often stayed | me 

In the night-watches, which has brought at least 
The patience for the hour, and made the pain 


No more a burden which It groaned to leave, 
But something precious which I feared to lose. 


But if, impatient, thou let slip thy cross, 

Thou wilt not find it in this world again, 

Nor in another; here, and here alone, 

Is given thee to suffer for God’s sake. 

In other worlds we shall more perfectly 

Serve Him and love Him, praise Him, work 
for Him, 

Grow near and nearer Him with all delight; 

But then we shall not any more be called 

To suffer, which is our appointment here. 

Canst thou not suffer then one hour,—or two? 

If He should call thee from thy cross today, 

Saying, It is finished!—tthat hard cross of thine 

From which thou prayest for deliverance, 

Thinkest thou not some passion of regret 

Would aoenenene thee? Thou wouldst say, ‘‘So 
soon 

Let me go back and suffer yet awhile 

More —— have not yet praised God.” 

And He might answer to thee,—‘Never more. 

All pain is done with.” Whenso’er it comes, 

That summons that we look for, it will seem 

ea too soon. Let us take heed in time 

That d now be glorified in us; 

And while we suffer, let us set our souls 

To suffer perfectly: since this alone, 

The suffering, which is this world’s special 


grace, 
May here be perfected and left behind. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Power in Preaching. By W. E. Sang- 
ster. (Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, 
Tenn., $2.25.) “No pulpit has power 
if it lacks deep faith in the message 
itself and in preaching as God’s su- 
preme method in making His message 
known.” This is the challenge that 
faces us in this strong defense of the 
importance and value of preaching. 
The book is a timely antidote to the 
modern craze for entertainment in our 
churches. That alone makes it a valu- 
able book for preachers—and laymen, 
too! Dr. Sangster offers very practical 
suggestions for increased power in 
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Prophetic Conference 
Under,the Auspices of 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
for JEWISH EVANGELISM 


20 Outstanding Speakers 


SAVE THESE DATES: ‘ 
August 31 — September 7 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
Hear these speakers and others: 
Dr. Paul R. Bauman 
Dr. H. B. Centz 
Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. Peter Hoogendam 
Dr. Alva J. McClain 
Dr. John F. Walvoord 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson 
Rev. Max Cohn 
Rev. Jerome Fleisher 
Rev. Arthur Glass 
Rev. Lovis Goldberg 
Rev. C. B. Nordland 
Rev. Nathan Stone 
You will go back to your home and 
church with a warm heart and a better 
understanding of God’s Word. 
Write for further information to: 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


for JEWISH EVANGELISM, Inc. 
Dept. S, Winona Lake, Indiana 





SCHOOL PRINCIPAL needed for well-estab- 
lished Christian elementary school in south Florida. 
Must be a born-again man, able to teach, counsel, 
and supervise in all phases of school program. 
Florida certificate and M.A. preferred. 

’ Write Chairman of School Board, Box 920, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, Pa. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africu. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes FF 4 
forward. The Bible Coach is now f 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabold 

A Faith Work Founder-Direetor 
Indigenous church and first Bible school in ‘the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
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preaching, as he urges: keep to cen- 
tralities; work at it; make it plain; 
make it practical; glow over it; and 
steep it in prayer. While these chap- 
ters should inspire any preacher with 
a new vision of his high calling, they 
will also be helpful to any who teach, 
or speak, or have any responsibility 
calling for the presentation of the Word 
of God to others. 


A Bird’s-Eye View of the Bible. Vol. 
1—Old Testament. By G. R. Harding 
Wood, M.A. (Marshall, Morgan and 
Scott, Ltd., 1-5 Portpool Lane, Holborn, 
London E.C. 1; 10/6 net.) Two of the 
excellent features of this book are the 
diagram outlines of each book of the 
Old Testament and the use of allitera- 
tion. These enable the student to mem- 
orize easily and to retain the meaning 
and message of each portion. The 
thoughtful questions and the topics for 
discussion that are suggested at the end 
of each study help to apply Bible truths 
to practical everyday living. A wealth 
of material is included, and each lesson 
study challenges and warmly encour- 
ages the reader to glean additional 
knowledge for himself and to appro- 
priate personally the great Bible truths. 


Life From Above. The Need for Em- 
phasis on Biblical Regeneration. By 
John Francis Holliday. (Evangelical 
Pub., Toronto, Can. May be had from 
Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) George Whitefield 
- when asked why he preached so often 
on the text, “Ye must be born again,” 
replied that it was because ye must be 
born again. The author of this volume 
feels that the subject of Biblical re- 
generation “is not taught with the clar- 
ity and frequency that it merits.” His 
lessons from Christ’s interview with 
Nicodemus form a clear exposition of 
John, chapter three. He sets forth 
telling and, in fact, irrefutable Biblical 
arguments against baptismal regenera- 
tion. One is surprised to find the many 
quarters from which this false doctrine 
comes. He shows that one of the most 
popular forms of the evolutionary sub- 
stitute for regeneration is the fallacy 
of the universal fatherhood of God and 
the universal brotherhood of man. The 
author has sent out a questionnaire on 
regeneration and has tabulated, in an 
interesting manner, the returns he has 
received. Since regeneration admit- 
tedly is entirely the work of God, this 
reviewer feels that the book insists too 
strongly on regeneration being preached 
much more than it is at present. Of 
course it should be preached, for only 
this teaching will show the utter ruin 
of the natural man, but it does not 
follow that this topic is the most im- 
portant topic for evangelistic services. 
The sermons in the Book of Acts set us 
an example. In those sermons the 
death and resurrection of Christ form 
the main topic. There regeneration is 
touched on but lightly. 


Living Reliantly. A Devotional Study 
of the Twenty-Third Psalm. By J. Al- 
len Blair, D.D. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New 
York 10; $2.) “What! Another book 
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on the Twenty-third Psalm?” Yes, the 
eternal truth brought out in this short 
portion of God’s Word is inexhaustible. 
“The Twenty-third Psalm is probably 
one of the most read portions of the 
entire Bible. Though written by David 
three thousand years ago, this short 
poem has never been improved upon 
or surpassed in any language.” The 
remarkable fact is that this is every- 
body’s Psalm. The author of this ex- 
cellent devotional book is now giving 
his full time to Bible conference and 
radio ministry. He is heard each week 
on Glad Tidings radio program. He 
has been pastor of churches in four of 
our states. He knows how to weave 
together truth from every part of the 
Word. He has evidently made a care- 
ful study of the methods of Eastern 
shepherds and brings this knowledge 
to us in every chapter to illustrate 
God’s methods in dealing with His peo- 
ple. He has the faculty of alliteration, 
beginning the title of his fourteen mes- 
sages with the letter P. The reading 
of this little volume will be: used to 
draw the real Christian nearer to the 
Great Shepherd. 


Commentary on the Epistles to the 
Ephesians and Colossians. By E. K. 
Simpson, M.A., and F. F. Bruce, M.A., 
D.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co,, 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) The New 
International Commentary on the New 
Testament, Ned B. Stonehouse, general 
editor, is represented by this volume. 
It is the first one of dual authorship to 
appear in the series. E. K. Simpson, 
former professor of New Testament, 
Free Church College, Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, comments fluently on Ephesians 
with frequent allusions to the Greek 
text and to the writings of others, both 
prose and poetry, secular and spiritual. 
His is a most noteworthy style, having 
classic, literary merit: incisive, swift- 
paced, marked by an unusually exten- 
sive vocabulary (and, therefore, of great 
variety), making for fresh and refresh- 
ing reading at the same time that clear 
counsel and commanding challenge are 
held forth. F. F. Bruce, professor of 
Biblical History and Literature, Uni- 
versity of Sheffield, England, writes 
lucidly on Colossians with the same 
skill, scholarship, and spiritual insight 
that characterize his other earlier work 
in this series, “The Book of the Acts.” 
Copious footnotes explain the Greek 
text; discerning comments provide 
light; warm-hearted, evangelical em- 
phases call for faithfulness, devotion, 
fruitful Christian living, the while 
verse-by-verse, line-by-line the text is 
carefully stated, explained, and applied. 
Here is a happy combination of talents 
between the covers of one volume that 
make it more than worthy of all the 
time and attention any reader will give 
to it. 


The Life of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Vols. I, II, UI, IV. By John Peter 
Lange, D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95 each.) “A 
complete, critical examination of the 
origin, contents, and connection of the 
Gospels” (to quote the descriptive sub- 
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heading found on the title pages of 
these volumes) is an apt reference to 
this great work. But it barely suggests 
what a wealth of information and in- 
sight is to be found in the more than 
two thousand pages of this classic study 
of the life of Christ. First published 
over a hundred years ago, these books 
appear now in a 1958 reprint edition, 
The set makes available the erudition 
of a nineteenth century German evan- 
gelical theologian to the edification of 
any Bible student fortunate enough to 
come into studious contact with it. In- 
cluded in this impressively tHorough 
treatise, in addition to the obvious sub- 
jects in a “Life” of the Lord, is a full 
discussion of the authenticity and ori- 
gin of the four Gospels and an enlight- 
ening discourse on the eternal glory of 
Christ. Then, as though three volumes 
of biography were not enough, a fourth 
volume presents separate analyses of 
the contents of each of the four Gospels 
in their turn under the following head- 
ings: Matthew, the representation of 
the life of Jesus Christ symbolized by 
the sacrificial bullock; Mark, the repre- 
sentation of the life of Jesus Christ 
symbolized by the lion; Luke, the rep- 
resentation of the life of Jesus Christ 
symbolized by the form of a man; John, 
the representation of the life of Jesus 
Christ symbolized by the eagle. A mine 
of wealth, indeed, for the reader’s men- 
tal and spiritual enrichment. 


Commentary on the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians—Vols. I and II. By F. 
L. Godet. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.95 each; $9.90 
the set.) Leaders in the pastoral and 
educational fields of Christian service 
have long since praised the merits of 
this outstanding work. It is justifiably 
reprinted as a part of the publisher’s 
“Classic Commentary Library” series. 
Dr. Godet was a noted Swiss evangeli- 
cal pastor and professor, who wrote 
other equally noteworthy volumes, in- 
cluding commentaries on Luke, John, 
and Romans. These also are a part 
of the above-mentioned series. Close 
analysis, verse by verse and passage 
by passage, characterize the thorough 
treatment given to Paul’s First Epistle 
to the Corinthians (in volume I, chap- 
ters 1 to 8 and in volume II, chapters 9 
to 16). Frequent appeal is made with 
good effect to Greek words and phrases, 
for the purpose of clarity in interpreta- 
tion. Explanations that explain are 
abundant, simplifying the complex, set- 
ting forth meanings, indicating inten- 
tions, propounding the plan, purpose, 
and progress of thoughts expressed in 
the inspired text. Many helpful ref- 
erences are made to other portions of 
Scripture and to other writings both 
ancient and modern. Here is an in- 
valuable aid to a full understanding of 
what is a most vital fragment of church 
history as well as an important folio of 
Christian truth. ' 


Heaven’s Cure for Earth’s Care. By 
George Henderson. (B. McCall Bar- 
bour, Edinburgh. May be ordered from 
Calvary Book Room, W. Southern and 
Tibbatts, Covington, Ky., $2.) Packed 
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with comfort is this little volume by 
one who has evidently suffered and 
knows the Scriptures thoroughly. He 
writes of “The Christian’s Past,” “The 
Christian’s Present,” and “The Chris- 


‘tian’s Prospect,” subdividing these top- 


ies into twenty-five sections which 
cover most of the trials that believers 
meet. Mr. Henderson quotes freely 
from the prose and poetry of other 
writers, and the many Christian poems 
scattered throughout the book are very 
helpful. These, with many anecdotes 
and illustrations of spiritual truth, pro- 
vide quotable material for pastors and 
Sunday school teachers. Mr. Hender- 


-gon combines a warm sympathy for 


those who are burdened with the ability 
to render very real and practical help 
from the Bible and experience. The 
writer quotes the Scriptures contin- 
ually, giving the references. Here and 
there he has useful outlines, as for ex- 
ample the tenfold character of the be- 
liever’s interests in the heavenly land, 
the five crowns, and the seven things 
to which our life here below is likened. 
He enlarges on these four lessons which 
he has learned: the blessedness of hav- 
ing faith in God; the wisdom of accept- 
ing the bitter with the sweet, and 
rejoicing in both; the importance of 
keeping a heart full of love toward 
everybody; the folly of wasting time and 
frittering away faith by living in the 
past. This book (133 pagés) makes a 
fine gift for shut-ins, the bereaved, and 
those who are passing through times 
of stress and trouble. 


Adventurers for God. By Clarence 
W. Hall. (Harper & Bros., New York 
16; $3.75.) Since’ Mr. Hall is a senior 
editor of The Reader’s Digest one is 
not surprised to find that he knows 
how to tell a good story. Here he out- 
lines the life and work of thirteen 
men and women of great courage and 
initiative on as many mission fields. 
Outstanding are the chapters on Elea- 
nor Wilson, “Skipper of the Morning 
Star,” missionary-navigator of the 
South Sea Islands; “Two Thousand 
Tongues to Go,”—fifty pages on the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators; and 
“Through Gates of Splendor,” the now 
well-known epic of the five missionary 
martyrs in Ecuador which was told in 
book form by Betty Elliot. 

While all the stories are inspiring and 
will make many readers feel ashamed 
of their own ineffective lives, yet the 
writer avoids any clear statement of 
the true, New Testament Gospel as 
the mainspring behind these superhu- 
Man efforts; and some of the men 
Portrayed cannot be classed as Funda- 
mentalists who accept the whole Bible 
as the Word of God. While Toyohiko 
Kagawa is famous for his self-sacrific- 
ing service to the poor in Japan, yet, 
according to some of his books which 
have been reviewed in THE SyNDAY 
Schoo. Times, he does not understand 
the true Gospel; Leo Halliwell of Bra- 
til is a Seventh-Day Adventist. who 
did a great medical work from his 
launch along the Amazon; others were 
Pre-eminently social workers, unselfish 
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and brave, but it is not clear that their 
primary motive was to make the Gos- 
pel known. ‘Trevor Huddleston of 
South Africa was evidently an Anglo- 
Catholic. 

If you are looking for courage, per- 
severance in the face of heart-break- 
ing trials, and utterly selfless devotion 
to a cause, you will find them all 


through this collection of stirring biog-~ 


raphies. The discerning Christian reader 
will, however, probably notice the lack 
of what may be called “the salt of the 
Gospel.” 


Dd 


, Children at Home 


White Cloud Finds Happiness 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


T WOULD soon be morning. Morn- 
ing always came too soon for White 
Cloud. She pulled up the blanket under 
her chin -and snuggled down into it. 
The world outside her cave home 
looked as black as her eyes. But soon 
the sun would rise over the Sierra 
Mountains and shine down into the 
valley where her family and others of 
the. Mono tribe of California Indians 
lived. 

White Cloud wondered as she did 
every morning, “Will we have enough 
to eat today or will we still be hungry 
when we go to bed tonight?” 

Daylight meant work for the Indian 
girl—carrying water from the stream, 
gathering. firewood, grinding corn, and 
taking care of her baby brother. She 
carried him strapped to her back in a 
flat, wedge-shaped basket cradleboard 
with a curved hood. 

After she had ground the corn into 
meal, she went to gather wild berries. 
She worked very fast, gathering berries 
in a small scoop-shaped basket: 
it was full, she flung it over her shoulder 
into the large cone-shaped ‘basket on 
her back. 

As White Cloud’s thin body bent over 
the berry vines in the hot sunshine, she 
heard sounds of footsteps coming down 
the road. She flung back her black 
braids as she raised her head and 
looked into the kind face of a tall, white 
woman with yellow hair. The stranger 
smiled and spoke words that White 
Cloud could not understand. But she 
did understand the smile and the warm, 
friendly pressure of the white woman’s 
hand on her shoulder. The woman took 
hold of White Cloud’s brown, stained 
hand and motioned for the girl to come 
with her along the road. 

As the eleven-year-old, copper-skinned 
Indian girl and the white woman 
walked along together, the woman 
pointed to herself and said, “Miss Sher- 
man.” White Cloud listened to the 
name repeated several times. She tried 
to say it but could not make it sound 
as it should. 

Then Miss Sherman pointed to her 
companion and shyly the girl said her 
own name, “White Cloud.” . 


When . 
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“White Cloud,” said Miss Sherman. 
“What a pretty name!” 

At the fork in the road they turned 
to the right. They did not talk, but 
enjoyed each other’s company and un- 
derstood each other’s smile. 

When they came to an open clearing, 
White Cloud saw a brown tent pitched 
there that she had not seen before. She 
turned her head sideways to listen. 
The sound of singing came from the 
direction of the tent. Her eyes grew 
wide in surprise. It was the first time 
in her life she had heard children’s 
voices singing like that. 

White Cloud stepped into the tent 
and saw, seated on the long benches, a 
number of other Indian children that 
she knew. They were singing with all 
their hearts in their Mono language, 
“Jesus loves me! this I know, for the 
Bible tells me so.” It sounded wonder- 
ful in White Cloud’s ears. She under- 
stood the words they were singing, but 
she did not know who Jesus was or 
what the Bible was. 

The only music White Cloud had ever 
heard was the noisy drums beating out 
the rhythm of her people’s ceremonial 
dances. This music was so beautifully 
sweet she could not help but open her 
heart to it. 

Another woman with blue eyes was 
leading the singing. Her name was 
Miss Curtis. She could speak the Mono 
language. She asked the children one 
at a time what they thought happiness 
was. Each child gave his own idea. 

As White Cloud listened she won- 
dered, “What will I say when it comes 
my turn?” Her people had known very 
little happiness. They were known as 
a discouraged and defeated tribe. They 
had been driven back till now they were 
in a narrow valley in the Sierras. They 
lived in caves or crude shelters. They 
never had enough to eat. Some of the 
older Indians drank to forget, making 
life miserable for the children. 

White Cloud felt timid about having 
to talk in the presence of all the other 
children, but when Miss Curtis smiled 
at her so kindly and asked, “What is 
your idea of happiness?” she heard her 
voice replying, “Having enough to eat. 
We never have enough to eat.” 

“We all want enough to eat,” Miss 
Curtis said. “I am glad you mentioned 
that. I have an assortment of vegetable 
seeds. We are each going to plant a 
little garden patch behind the tent. You 
will have.to take care of your own gar- 
den and see that it is watered.” 

The children were excited as they 
filed outside and began their work. 
They spaded the ground and raked the 
soil till it was smooth and fine. Then 
each child dropped the seeds in straight 
rows, one™row for each kind of seed 
that Miss Curtis gave them. 

They were tired and very warm but 
happy when they returned to the tent. 

“We have planted food for our bodies, 
but we also need food for our souls. 
Let me read what the Bible says, ‘Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God’ (Matt. 4:4). The Bible 
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is the Word of God, the food for our 
souls.” 

“The Bible!” exclaimed White Cloud. 
“That is the word in the song.” 

Miss Sherman told a story from the 
Bible in English. The children could 
not understand many of the words but 
they looked at the beautiful colored 
picture that she held before them. 
When she had finished the story she 
gave each child a small picture like the 
large one. 

“For me?” asked White Cloud in her 
own language, her dark eyes flashing. 
“Can I keep it?” 

“You can,” answered the lady. 

In the picture a man in a white robe 
was seated on a hillside. All around 
him were children—black, brown, and 
white. As White Cloud sat and looked 
at the beautiful picture, a small, ragged 
boy sitting next to her leaned over and 
pointed with a brown, dirty finger at 
the man in the white robe and said, 


“Jesus.” 

“Jesus,” repeated White Cloud, 
thoughtfully. “The one they were sing- 
ing about.” 


Then she looked at the faces of the 
children in the picture. “They look so 
happy!” White Cloud said. “They 
must have plenty to eat. I wish I knew 
more about Jesus and the Bible.” 

When the time came to go, White 
Cloud was sorry that she had to leave 
the tent, but she knew her mother 
would be waiting for the berries for the 
evening meal. Very slowly she got up 
and followed the others out of the tent 
and down the road. In her hand she 


held the precious picture card, remem- : 


bering the words the children had been 
singing, “Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so.” 

As she came near the cave where 
she lived she thrust the card inside her 
dress. “They would not understand. 
They do net know much about love or 
happiness.” 

Every chance White Cloud had she 
went to “the place where we sing” 
(Mono word for church) to learn more 
about Jesus and the Bible. Sometimes 
she went alone, but she usually carried 
her little brother strapped on her back. 
He would gaze about at the children 
with his bright, black eyes until he was 
tired. His round, brown head would 
bob about till his eyes closed and he 
slept. 

As she went about doing her daily 
chores, carrying water, gathering fire- 
wood, grinding corn, or taking care of 
the baby, she sang the wonderful song, 
“Jesus loves me! this I know, for the 
Bible tells me so.” 

She worked on her little garden patch 
behind the tent, watering the little 
plants and pulling out the.weeds till 
the vegetables were ready to eat. Her 
. family exclaimed over the lovely fresh 
vegetables that she brought back to her 
‘ cave home from her garden. For the 
first time White Cloud knew that she 
had had enough to eat. 

"I am going to plant a garden near 
where I live,” she told Miss Curtis one 
afternoon with a dazzling, happy smile 
on her face. “It is good to have enough 
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to eat, but I’ve also learned something 
very important.” 

“What is that?” asked Miss Curtis. 

“That real happiness does not come 
with just having plenty to eat but with 
having Jesus in my heart,” answered 
the little Indian. girl. 

Santa Cruz, CALir. 
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es, Bible nw on the International 
ssons, issued & the International 
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Mon—Ruth 1:1-7, 14-18. 
Declaration of Love. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Orpah kissed 
her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto 
her.” Ruth’s declaration of love is more 
fully expressed in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth verses of this chapter. Hu- 
man love is wonderful, but the love of 
God in the heart is more glorious. The 
Church’s love for Christ should be seen 
more now than at any other period of 
Church history. Is the love of God 
shed abroad in your heart by the Holy 
Ghost? Are you keeping yourself in 
the love of God? “This is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not griev- 
ous” (1 John 5:3). All who dwell in 
love live in God, and “hereby know we 
that we are in him” (1 John 2:5). 
Pray for the Africa Inland Mission, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tues.—Ruth 2:1-7. A Strange Meeting. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Her hap was to 
light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz.” Note this particular divine 
providence! Great issues hung upon 
that divinely arranged meeting between 
Ruth and Boaz (see Matt. 1:5). By that 
meeting, Ruth has her place in the 
genealogy of Christ. Ask God to handle 
your matters. Look more to God than 
man. Fulfill your duty faithfully, and 
you will see tokens of God’s hand in 
your affairs. Pray for the American 
Tract Society, New York. 
Wed.—Ruth 2:8-13. Wings of Refuge. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “A full reward 
be given thee of the Lord God of Is- 
rael, under whose wings thou art come 


to trust.” The word makes much of 
the “shadow” of God’s wings. (See 
Psa. 17:8; 36:7; 63:7.) Our Lord la- 


mented that Israel would not allow 
Him to shelter them as a hen shelters 
her chickens under her wings. Learn 
to trust the Lord and to rest under the 
cover of His wings (Psa. 91:4). “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own [or upon an- 
other’s] understanding” . (Prov. 3:5). 
Pray for the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Ruth 2:14-20. 
Blessing for an Alien. 
PrayYER SvuGcesTions: “Thou ~ hast 
spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, 
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though I be not like unto one of thing 
handmaidens” (v. 13). Show the kind. 
ness of God to strangers. The Lord has 
done this to us although we were as 
strangers and foreigners and “aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of prom- 
ise, having no hope, and without God 
in the world” (Eph. 2:12). Never for. 
get that you were once far off from 
God and that you have been made nigh 
by the blood of Christ. (See Eph, 2 
13.) May the grace of God that brought 
you into His family make you ever- 
lastingly thankful for the love of your 
Saviour. Pray for the Berean Mission 
Inc., St. Louis. 
Fri—Ruth 4:9-12. A New Home. 
PraYER SuGcestTions: “The Lord make 
the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which 
two did build the house of Israel: and 
do thou worthily in Ephrafah, and be 
famous in Bethlehem.” The Spirit of 
God brought Boaz and Ruth together 
and moved the people to congra 
them and wish them to become famous 
in Israel. This prediction was fulfilled 
in the birth of Christ born in the family 
in which Boaz was connected (see Luke 
3:32). Seek to live and to speak under 
the influences of the Spirit of God. 
Pray for Christ’s* Mission, Inc., Sea Cliff, 
N.Y. 


Sat—Ruth 4:13-17. 
The Lineage of David. 
PrayYER SuccEesTions: “A son born unto 
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: 
he is the father of Jesse, the father of 
David.” The main point of emphasis in 
the Old Testament is the coming of 
Christ the Saviour of*Israel and of the 
world in the lineage of Abraham and 
David. These genealogies of Christ 
should be studied very carefully. Note 
the hand of divine providences in the 
carrying out of God’s prophecies re 
specting ‘the birth of the Saviour. God 
“worketh all in all” (1 Cor. 12:6; Eph. 
1:11; Phil. 2:13). He desires to work 


-in your life the will to do His good 


pleasure. Life is always gloriously 
lived in thé will of God. Pray for the 
China Inland Mission, Philadelphia. 


Sun.—lIsaiah 58:6-11. 
“Share Your Bread.” 
Prayer SuacestTions: “Deal thy bread 
to the hungry.” This kind of benevo- 
lence will be a big issue on the great 
day of judgment (Matt. 25:42). Times 
of fasting should be coupled with sace- 
rificial aid to the needy. Much bless- 
ing is in store for Christians who 
“remember the poor” (Gal. 2:10). Sick 
beds are made easy for those who con- 
sider the poor (Psa. 41:1). There is 
danger we shall overlook the Lord's 
poor and fall into distresses from which 
escape is well-nigh impossible. (See 
Jas. 2:1-13.) Pray for Ceylon and India 
General Mission, Wheaton, II. 


4 
When a minister’s call is clear, his 


comfort is sure, though his success i 
not always so.—Matthew Henry. 


















to 





> ae 












